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Tough job
market facing
spring grads
By MARY ANNE ANDREWS
diversions@wkuherald.com

MICHAEL RIVERA/HERALD

President Gary Ransdell stands in his graduation robes at the Colonnade on Thursday. Ransdell will preside over the graduate ceremony on Friday, May 11, and three undergraduate ceremonies on Saturday, May 12.

Welcome
to the Real World

Graduation brings mixed emotions to students
searching for jobs
By SHELBY ROGERS
& NATALIE HAYDEN
news@wkuherald.com

On May 11 and 12, WKU senior graduate
and undergraduate students will say “goodbye” to the Hill and “hello” to the real world.
Nearly 1,600 students will graduate from
the WKU campus, with an additional 500
graduating from WKU’s regional campuses,
Registrar Freida Eggleton said. She also said
this year’s graduation numbers are “comparable” to last May’s rate.
This year’s graduating class faces a seemingly dismal job market. As of March 2012,
Kentucky’s unemployment is 8.6 percent, higher than the national average of 8.2 percent, according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.
But students who are willing to work
shouldn’t get too dismayed about the current
job market, said Robert Unseld, associate director of the Career Services Center.
“The economy our graduates are facing is
the same economy everyone else is facing,” he
said. “A good will to work and continual job
searches will find success.”
Cody Murphy, a senior from La Vergne,
Tenn., sent out 25 resumes for a meteorology
position. So far, he’s only heard back from
two potential employers, one in Illinois and
one in Louisiana.

“I guess my biggest fear is adapting to the
real world,” he said. “There’s that transition
from being a college student to being a professional that’s pretty scary.”
Unseld said these fears are common among
the seniors the Career Service Center works
with.
“Their biggest concern is the unknown —
what to do next facing a world of decisions
they haven’t had to make before,” he said.
Unseld recommended seniors plan ahead to
reduce anxiety over finding a job.
“Take time and plan out the next three
months to get a job, six months, nine months,”
he said. “Break it into manageable chunks,
and you’ll be less anxious about your future.”
Unseld also said rigorous job searches are
key to snagging a good job.
“Our graduates need to be prepared to answer the questions about why they’re the ones
who should be hired, compared to someone
with more experience,” he said. “Work put
into a job search directly relates to success
outside of searching. You can’t casually look
and expect much.”
Despite his fears, Murphy, a “fifth-year senior,” said he’s ready to leave the Hill and take
a break from education.
SEE JOBS, PAGE 3A

What do you want to be when you grow up?
The question is simple enough. But the reality of starting a professional life after college can be daunting, especially in a still-struggling job market.
Employers plan to hire 10.2 percent more 2012 college
graduates than 2011 graduates, according to the National
Association of Colleges and Employers. This estimate is
higher than their 9.5 percent September estimate. But these
numbers are little relief to graduates who cannot find a job.
Henderson senior Kyle Fuller said he didn’t expect his
job search to be so tough.
Fuller is double-majoring in Finance and Economics
and will graduate this spring. He has a 4.0 GPA.
Over the past few months, Fuller said he has been to at
least five interviews but still no job.
“The biggest hurdle is getting in a place where they
will let you learn on the job,” Fuller said.
He thinks his lack of experience has been the main reason he hasn’t been hired yet. But he’s not giving up. Fuller
said he’s willing to relocate and is not particular about
what type of business he works in.
SEE MARKET, PAGE 2

WKU grads
find work in
Americorps
By ANNA ANDERSON
diversions@wkuherald.com

Although Stephen Wilson wanted to take a break from
school before entering a graduate program, he said he
didn’t want to waste that time.
After graduating from WKU with a degree in anthropology in May of 2011, 23-year-old Wilson knew he
didn’t want to just work a temporary job — he wanted
something with more responsibility.
“I thought I might be able to get some work done that
I appreciate,” Wilson said.
As he was looking for job opportunities at the end of
his senior year, Wilson said he began looking into Americorps, an organization that hires 18-to-24-year-olds to do
service work in the United States.
He got the job and moved to Seattle in the summer to
begin work at the King County Housing Authority with a
group of other Americorps employees.
Four days out of the week, Wilson works with children
from the housing authority in an after-school tutoring program. On Fridays, he and his 13 other team members do
other kinds of community service.
“I’ve definitely found community there,” Wilson said.
Although his term of service is over in mid-July, Wilson said he’s applying to stay in Seattle another year to
work for Americorps. Eventually, he plans to attend a
graduate school to earn a master’s degree in archaeology.
SEE AMERICORPS, PAGE 3A

Aramark likely to stay through 2017
By M. BLAKE HARRISON
Special to the Herald

WKU and food service provider Aramark
plan to extend their partnership through 2017.
Gary Meszaros, WKU assistant vice president
for auxiliary services, said the sides are negotiating a contract extension which would begin July
1. Meszaros said he hopes a deal is reached by
the end of May.
Aramark’s tenure at WKU began in 1997,
and both the variety of dining options and revenue have increased steadily since then, according to both parties. From 1997 to 2012, the
yearly sales volume has increased by nearly $14
million. Dining venues like Izzi’s Express and
Da Vinci’s are two of the newest campus eateries.
Meszaros and Tim Colley, district manager
for Aramark and the WKU Restaurant & Catering Group, stressed the need for customers
to understand the purpose of meal plans. Meal
swipes are meant to be used at the residential,
all-you-can-eat facility, they explained.
Not only are swipes designed to be used at
the Fresh Food Company, but customers lose
value if they use the value meal exchange. Such
a transaction occurs when meal plan users go
to, for example, Chick-fil-A and use swipes for
value meals, which include an entrée, side and
beverage. Fresh Food is the only all-you-can-eat

FRI. 87˚/ 67˚

facility, and the cash value of a meal is highest
there. Swiping a value meal anywhere will show
up as $3.45 on the register. But a customer paying cash for any meal will pay the most at Fresh
Food, where a meal costs $7.99.
“It’s not a black-and-white issue, because
you may be ahead when you eat at Fresh Food
but may be behind when you start to measure up
what the cost is at some of the national brands.
The swipes do not represent a dollar-for-dollar
purchase,” Colley said.
Meszaros said most companies with the
equivalency option are doing away with it, and
Aramark wants to follow suit. Colley stopped
short of saying that but did say it’s not the best
use of a swipe.
Advantage at WKU?
Both parties stressed that they feel the options for customers are some of the best in the
country. Colley said the campuses that have
value meal exchange options often allow it once
a day and sometimes not at national brands because businesses want to maximize profit during peak times and/or at popular restaurants. For
example, an exchange might not be allowed at
Red Zone because there are customers willing
to pay full menu price. At WKU, the exchange
can be made any day, anywhere, except Einstein
Bros. Bagels.

CONTACT: NEWS 270.745.6011

10
8%
5%
1-2%

SUN. 88˚/ 67˚

amount of all revenue
recouped by WKU every
year via contract
amount of all revenue
recouped by Aramark
every year via contract
estimated amount
of revenue left
over for Aramark
to keep via WKU

Source: information courtesy/via WKU, Aramark and written agreement

SEE ARAMARK, PAGE 9A
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CONTINUED FROM FRONT

“They put a lot more emphasis on internships than I
thought they would,” Fuller
said.
According to the NACE,
employers hired 58.6 percent
of their class of 2011 interns
as full-time employees.
The job market still seems
like it’s getting better, Fuller
said. Even though he hasn’t
found a job yet, he said there
are companies hiring.
Memphis, Tenn., senior
Sarah McCullum shares Fuller’s experience with rejection.
“I’ve had a few interviews

this semester,” McCullum
said. “And I’ve experienced
the dreaded rejection letter —
which you think is earth-shattering in the beginning, but it’s
really just not. It’s completely
normal to have several interviews and turn-downs before
you find something that fits
you.”
McCullum was recently
hired by the Kentucky State
Fair Board in Louisville to
work in public relations and
marketing.
McCullum shares Fuller’s
frustration that most companies require experience in the
field when experience comes
from having a job.

MAY 4, 2012

“But we’ve been in school
our whole lives — so how do
we get experience without experience?” McCullum said.
As a Talisman writing editor, McCullum suggests that
students take every opportunity to get involved and produce quality work at the college level.
Rebecca Tinker is the associate director of Employer
Relations at WKU’s Career
Services and stressed the importance of students making
themselves marketable.
She said it’s important for
students to gather skills that
will help them in many different positions.

AMERICORPS

colleagues at Americorps were there to help.
This experience, among others, made
Belwood
sure of her career path. She inCONTINUED FROM FRONT
tends for the education grants she will gain
While Louisville native Wilson said from her time at Americorps to finance
he was eager to get out of Kengraduate studies in
tucky when he was signing up for
emergency response.
Americorps, 25-year-old Maggie
Right now, BelBelwood said she was looking for
wood is applying for
something a little closer to home.
a leadership position
“I chose to go into Ameri- I chose to go
in Sacramento, Calif.,
corps because, well, I didn’t rewhere she will work in
ally want a big-girl job just yet,” into Americorps
disaster relief and trail
said Belwood, a December 2010 because, well, I
maintenance.
graduate from WKU who is cur“I hope I get into
rently working with the organi- didn’t really want that because that’s
zation in Louisville.
what I really want to
She started working with a big girl job just do,” she said.
REACH Americorps in Septem- yet."
Both Belwood and
ber 2011, a team that is trying to
Wilson said Amerilessen the high school drop out
corps is helping them
rate by working with elementary
—MAGGIE BELWOOD to learn valuable skills
WKU Alumnus that they hope help
and middle-school-aged children.
them in their future enAfter studying sociology durdeavors.
ing her time at WKU, she wanted
For Belwood, she
to work in disaster relief situasaid she’s learning pations. Belwood said her time with Ameri- tience. Wilson said he’s learning responsicorps gave her the opportunity to try it out. bility.
When the tornadoes struck Henryville,
“I think I will be better prepared for
Ind., earlier this spring, Belwood and her whatever comes next,” he said.

CRIME REPORTS
Reports

■ Freshman Shanda W. Hayes, PearceFord Tower, reported May 2 that her
Toshiba laptop computer was stolen
from her dorm room. The value of the
theft is $600.
■ Freshman Michael Zachman, PFT,
reported May 1 that items were stolen

from his room after leaving his door
unlocked. The value of the theft is
$559.99.
■ Junior Jon Bryce Steele, Metcalfe, reported April 30 that his cell phone and
a pair of his sunglasses were stolen
from his bedroom while he was sleeping. The value of the theft is $780.

Arrests

■ Senior Richard Trent Catilla, Bowling

Community Amenities
Unit Amenities

Individual leases; Fully furnished High speed internet access in
bedrooms Full kitchen Private full size washer & dryer
Private patio or balcony

Free rent on the month of your birthday!
Just one of the many reasons to live at The Pointe at Gables!

270.846.1000
1909 Creason Drive Bowling Green, KY 42101
www.campusapts.com/pointegables

Find us on Facebook & Twitter
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CONTINUED FROM FRONT

“Graduation couldn’t be here any
sooner,” he said. “I didn’t take a break
between high school and college. I’m
18 years strong on school, and now
I’m done and over it.”
Some students already have a job waiting after graduation. Tony King, a senior
from Cleveland, will be working as a
residence coordinator at the University of
Central Arkansas next fall.
King is a fourth-year senior who
majored in advertising while at WKU.
He also works as the Community Advisor at Pearce-Ford Tower.
Instead of looking for a job directly associated with his major, King wanted to
follow his passion of working with students.
“It was back-and-forth with me,
because I love advertising and doing
graphic design, but I also love working
with students and seeing them grow
and mature,” he said. “I’ll still work
on advertising and graphic design on
the side, but it will be freelance.”
King said he did not work with the
Career Services Center to find a job.

Green, was arrested May 2 and charged
with alcohol intoxication in a public
place.
■ Freshman Scott Hartsfield, Keen,
was arrested April 30 and charged
with alcohol intoxication in a public
place.
■ Freshman Tray Deonte Bethel, Keen
Hall, was cited April 30 for possession
of marijuana and drug paraphernalia.

Clubhouse with WIFI access Exciting community events Free
resident & guest parking Maintenance 24/7 Modern fitness center
Picnic areas w/ grills Sparkling pool

The Pointe at Gables

“The world of work is
changing,” she said. “Students
need to look at jobs as an opportunity to gain transferrable
skills that will help them to
secure advancement in their
current company or at a new
company.”
Tinker suggests students
spend more time networking
and less time on job databases.
“Just using online job databases will leave the job hunter
feeling as if they have applied
for a lot of jobs, but the conversion rate to full-time employment will be very low,” she said.
For some students, the challenging job market has led to
an interest in post-graduate ed-

ucation. Chattanooga, Tenn.,
native Sarah Richardson graduated from WKU in December
with a degree in biology and
emphasis on fisheries.
After graduation, Richardson, 23, said she began to realize that high-paying research
jobs were given mostly to individuals with master’s degrees.
Richardson said she applied
to several graduate schools
and is waiting to hear back.
In the meantime, she works
at a restaurant in Bowling
Green so she can pay rent,
though she looks forward to
the day she can do research on
a boat for a living, preferably
with sharks.

Instead, he heard about a placement
exchange, which he described as a sort
of job fair, through the Department of
Housing and Residence Life.
King also did not use the Academic Advising and Retention Center to
graduate on time, aside from meeting
with his adviser.
“I knew it was a problem with people graduating in five years,” he said.
“There’s nothing wrong with that, but
I didn’t want to.”
The AARC offers services such as
the Best Expectations Program and The
Learning Center, which gives students
a place to study, computers to use and
free peer-to-peer tutoring, according to
its website. TLC also offers Workshops
for Success and Peer Assisted Study
Sessions, according to its website.
Stephanie Burba, a senior biology
and math education double major from
Magnolia, Ky., is thankful for the time
she’s had at WKU.
“It is surreal knowing that I am graduating in two weeks,” she said. “WKU
has molded me into the professional,
leader and academic I am today. My
undergraduate career has been filled
with lots of firsts, wonderful friends
and great accomplishments.”

CORRECTION

Due to a Herald error, Andrew Yontz was incorrectly identified as Andrew Young in a Page-1
article in the Tuesday, May 1, issue of the Herald.
The Herald regrets the error.
The College Heights Herald corrects all confirmed errors that are brought to reporters’
or editors’ attention. Please call 745-6011 or
745-5044 to report a correction, or e-mail us at
editor@wkuherald.com.
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"Congress shall make no law
... abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press ..."
-First Amendment, U.S.
Constitution
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All good things eventually come to an end
I hate the end
of anything.
I hate when I
have to leave a
place too early
when I was having fun. I hate
coming to the
end of a good
JOANNA WILLIAMS
READING BETWEEN
book. I even hate
THE LINES
the last bite of a
opinion@wkuherald.com
delicious meal. I
seem to have this
weird complex where I can’t accept
the fact that some things simply come
to an end.
And ironically enough, I hate for
this column, a column that I often did
not feel like writing and put aside until the absolute latest to write, end.
When I became opinion editor for
spring semester, I knew I would have
the opportunity to write a column,
but I didn’t know what I would write
about. When I asked for ideas, most
people suggested I just write a humor
article that poked fun of WKU culture
or life in general.
There is no denying that would
have been fun, but I like to think that
having a column, whether you wanted
one or not, is a privilege that allows
you to voice your opinions in a paper
read by thousands of people. For me,
those things just so happened to be
race and all the things that seem to
separate us — but really unite us.
I didn’t want it all to be serious,

though, and I would usually try to
switch from a light subject to a heavier subject every other week.
There is still, however, the insecurity that despite my efforts to make
people step outside their skin, I failed
and wasn’t successful. Luckily, I’ve
had people who have told me otherwise, and it means more than I can
express.
Thank you to anyone who picked
up a paper this semester, especially on
Fridays, and read what I wrote. And
thank you to all those who wrote me
an email, stopped me on campus, or
said “Hey, I liked your column!” It
was completely unexpected and usually the highlight of my day.
Looking back, there are more
things that I would liked to have written about but for some reason or other
didn’t.
Like I said, the end of the semester
is always a strange, emotional time.
Friends are graduating, I won’t see
professors who have become friends
anymore, and as exhausted as I am, I’m
going to miss school for about a week
once summer break rolls around.
Nonetheless, we should welcome
change and remain hopeful for the future. Yes, it’s a bittersweet time, but
lucky for us, things get even better.
Oh, and congratulations to all of
the seniors who will be graduating
next week.
It’s been fun reading between
the lines.

OTTOMS

EDITORIAL CARTOON

TOPS to the seniors
who graduate next
week
BOTTOMS to those
who don’t have a job
yet

TOPS toJohn
Carpenter agreeing to
come to WKU
BOTTOMS to him
not being able to work
with students due to
health problems
TOPS to Robert
Adams’ retirement
from Student Publications after 46 years of
handwork
BOTTOMS to not being able to see him at
the Herald anymore

COMMENTARIES

Faces may change, The Art of Apologies:
but the spirit of
Differing without defacing
WKU remains
Wow. Did
those
three
years go by
quickly
or
what?
Before
I
know it, I’ll
be reporting to
Diddle Arena
M. BLAKE
HARRISON
to shake a few
Paducah, junior
hands, and life
as an undergraduate will be over.
I was fortunate to earn my bachelor’s degree in three years, so I
haven’t had the chance to take random courses for fun, hear as many
speakers or attend as many ballgames as the average undergraduate.
I missed Spike Lee. Heck, I
missed Courtney Lee.
Instead of being characterized
by our Sweet 16 appearance or life
as a Student Publications employee
based in Garrett, my time on the Hill
has been marked by change.
Since fall 2009, there have been
12 changes to President Gary Ransdell’s administrative council and/or
new faces at the helm of athletics
teams. TWELVE.
From Dr. Gordon Baylis, Vice
President for Research, to Ron Burchett of women’s golf, adjustments
across the board have defined the
past three years or so. The reason I
point that out is because with change
often comes confusion or instability.
But not at WKU.
“We’ve been able to bring in
some terrific talent, some new energy, some new ideas, some innovation,” Dr. Ransdell said.
He said he can’t recall a period
of such transition in his time on the
Hill, which includes about 30 years
as a student and employee.

“I’m in it for the long term, so I
don’t mind replacing some people
because it gives you an opportunity
to breathe in some new energy and
new innovation into the institution,”
he said.
Yes, there are unfamiliar faces
around these days, but it’s people
like President Ransdell and “Mr.
Western,” Lee Robertson, who ensure the spirit of the university stays
intact.
Robertson was a student-athlete
under “Mr. Diddle,” as he calls him,
and has held various positions at
WKU since 1960. He’s been away
from the Hill a total of 10 years since
1947.
Mr. Western said he understands
the dynamics of the business.
“We’ve hired professionals —
qualified experts in their field,” he
said. “We’ve had people so good
that somebody else wanted them.
You’d rather have it that way than
have somebody nobody else wanted.”
I challenge you to consider what
makes this university great.
It’s not a guest speaker, an athletics victory or any one employee.
It’s the pride and spirit of Hilltoppers past and present. And it’s not
going away.
Mr. Western said it best.
“We’ve got some things to offer here that people enjoy and love
and respect and I think that’ll keep
us around. We’re here to stay. We’re
here to weather the storm, and we’ll
come out winners.”

Like every kid, I used to get
into trouble when I did something
wrong, and I had to apologize,
whether it be for talking back to
my parents or for hitting my little
brother. The worst times were
when I really believed I did what
was right but later learned that I
did it the wrong way. Even then,
I had to recognize my errors and
apologize.
During the early morning
hours of April 20, students were
watching over a display of crosses
at the Colonnade when an art student, Elaina Smith, draped condoms over as many as she could.
These crosses symbolized the
number of lives lost and women
harmed by abortions done every
single day, about 3,700 of each.
At that rate, the entire student
population of WKU would be
wiped out in less than a week.
Ms. Smith obviously wanted to
express a different message than
Hilltoppers for Life, and thus, she
draped a condom on many of our
small crosses. She has every right
to express her opinions, but she
does not have the right to express
it by desecrating our display. We
spent a great deal of time planning

the display, reserving the space
for it and then assembling all the
crosses and backgrounds. If she
wanted to express her views, Ms.
Smith should have gone through
the same process and constructed
her own display.
But she didn’t. She took a
“shortcut” of hijacking our display for her purposes. This is not
free speech — this is vandalism.
The Supreme Court has clearly
ruled that the First Amendment
does not give you the right to
commandeer someone else’s
speech to make your own point.
Thus, she should apologize. Similarly, President Gary Ransdell and
the campus police should apologize for doing nothing to stop
Ms. Smith from desecrating our
crosses.
The Administration says it
favors free speech. That’s great,
but no one seems to be taking
our free speech rights seriously.
No one has come forward to say
they are sorry for disrupting our
free speech or for allowing Ms.
Smith to do so. No one is assuring
us that she will not receive “art”
credit for her vandalism. No one
is instructing professors like Dr.

Arnold on what free speech really
means.
When we started Hilltoppers
for Life, I knew it would not be
without controversy. Abortion
is a divisive issue, and we seek
to open up dialogue about the
tragedy it represents. Of course,
people will differ with us, but if
our critics truly value free speech,
then they will counter our ideas,
not deface our displays.
When I was little, I learned to
apologize when I did something
wrong. Certainly, WKU students,
professors and administrators can
do the same. Ms. Smith is entitled
to her opinions, but she and her
supporters need to apologize for
expressing them the wrong way.
And WKU needs to demonstrate its commitment to the First
Amendment by showing that it
will protect all speech — even
unpopular speech — from interference.
JOHN SOHL
President, Hilltoppers for Life

This commentary doesn't necessarily represent the views of the
Herald or the university.

This commentary doesn't necessarily represent the views of the Herald
or the university.
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deposit. Call 270-781-2449

MISC.
Join the Navy Nuclear
program! Up to $12,000
sign-on bonus. $2,575-$2,800
monthly stipend, so you can
focus on your grades!
1-800-282-1288 or
jobs_ohio@navy.mil
100% medical school tuition!
Join the Navy’s Health
Professional Scholarship
program! $2,088 for up to 48
months, up to $20,000 sign-on!
1-800-282-1288 or
jobs_ohio@navy.mil
Kentucky Concealed Carry
Deadly Weapons classes
weekday and weekends. Call
Bowling Green Tactical
270-904-3330

Have Something
For Sale or
For Rent?

Call 270-745-2653

HELP WANTED
Join the winning team at
Rafferty’s Restaurant &
Bar! Now hiring Full &
Part time SERVERS.
We offer excellent
benefits, insurance
plans, discounted meals,
flexible schedules and
opportunities to make
great $$$!
Apply in person at
1939 Scottsville Road.
(270)842-0123

THE HOLIDAY INN
UNIVERSITY PLAZA HOTEL
Currently have positions for:
BANQUETS
Set-up
Servers
FRONT DESK
Guest Service Rep
Night Audit
Bellman
EOE M/F
APPLYONLINE:
jqhhotels.com/careers
NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE

Canteen Service Company is seeking
a cafe helper in Bowling Green
1st and 2nd shift positions
Starting pay $8 and up
Looking for someone to:
-Greet customers in a cheerful and helpful manner.
-Merchandise food attractively and rotate in a
timely manner to ensure proper freshness.
-Light cooking and maintaining clean equipment.
-Follow appropriate safety standards.

ACROSS
1 Insect attracted to a flame
5 Musical beat
10 Egg on
14 Has no __; is clueless
15 Hunter constellation
Call (270
(270)745-2653 to sponsor a puzzlee today!
16 Requirement
17 Rip __; feature of a
THE Daily Commuter Puzzle by Jacqueline E. Mathews
parachute
18 "Alice in __"
20 Make a blunder
21 Become dim
22 Warm and inviting
23 Blazing
25 By way of
26 Can't __; hasn't
enough to buy
28 "Messiah" composer
George F. __
31 Uses a lever
32 Grand or spinet
34 Afternoon rest
36 All __; listening
37 Pierre or Marie
38 Racing sled
39 Not well-lit
40 Row of seminar speakers
41 Celestial body with a
long tail
42 Feel sad about
44 Acute, as pain
45 "__ a tough job but..."
46 Shore stroller
47 Accuse
50 Actor Rob __
51 Fuss & bother
54 Scientist's workplace
57 Astonish
58 Top cards
59 Halt temporarily
60 __ over; faint
61 Alpha's follower
62 More impolite
9 2/5 and 3/5
27 Weak & fragile
44 TV's Diane __
63 In a lazy way
10 Do the job of a long28 Solid precipitation
46 Sicker
shoreman
29 Listed
47 Spill the beans
DOWN
11 Enlarge a hole
30 Beer
48 Frilly trimming
1 Small rodents
12 Autry or Kelly
32 Football kick
49 Help in crime
2 Smell
13 Small whirlpool
33 Wrath
50 Noisy
3 Solid ground
19 Huge beast of Africa
35 __ Sampras
52 Formal combat
4 Owned
or Asia, for short
37 Items on a pantry shelf 53 Exclusively
5 In the direction of
21 Evergreens
38 Reason to wed
55 This month: abbr.
6 Wear away
24 Hatfield and McCoy, e.g. 40 One of the 12 Apostles 56 Greek letter
7 Belonging to yours truly 25 Weathercock
41 Give up land
57 __ lift; T-bar
8 Whale group
26 Mocked
43 Silk tree

Apply online at canteenatyourservice.com

Tennis Seasonal Positions
City of Bowling Green

- Instructs beginning and advanced
tennis lessons
- Coordinates and runs Tennis Activities
- 25-30 hours per week; weekend work
optional; $7.55 - $7.93/hr
Interested individuals should obtain an employment application from
the Human Resources Department in City Hall, 1001 College Street,
Bowling Green or from our website at www.bgky.org.
The City of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity Employer and a Drug-Free Workplace.

Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading or false claims but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution when answering ads, especially when asked to
send money or provide credit card information. The College Heights Herald is not responsible
for the content or validity of these paid classified ads.

Where is the WKU Boookstore's temporary
location?

@Jessica_Renee05:
The WKU Bookstore is at Garret
Ballroom. @wkuherald

@jpwurth: WKU has serious problems.
Newly renovated COHH is too hot for professor
to have final review. Class cut early. -sent 5/2
@bswisha210: taking the elevator down the
parking garage with just big red #WKU -sent 5/2
@ToddStewartWKU: Average cumulative
GPA of our 387 student-athletes is 3.04 and 11
of our 15 sport programs have cumulative team
GPA of 3.0 or higher! #WKU -sent 5/2
@era1113: WKU. Get out of the Sunbelt
Conference. It totally sucks and will never get
respect. -sent 5/2
@NalPal_44: Pretty sure WKU should head
to C-USA before FIU should. -sent 5/2
@HannahKGrimes: Wku should be a
smoke-free campus #disgusting -sent 5/2
@mason_brad: Why can't WKU have finals
before derby like everyone else #pissed -sent 5/2
@jerzeydime: i like how every other college is done with classes except #wku -sent 5/2
@LaurenCash14: Through the laughs & the
tears Ive cherished every moment with #WKU s
school of Broadcasting & Journalism thanks for
letting me a part of it -sent 5/2
@EricNMattingly: I don't know how I'm
gonna fall asleep this summer without the chorus of police sirens outside my window... Oh
#WKU -sent 5/2
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April 2012
The eighth annual Sigma Chi Fight
Night event was cancelled because of a
sanction the fraternity failed to get in time.
Vice President Matt Bell said Sigma
Chi didn’t have enough time to prepare.
“If we would’ve been told of this statute earlier — if we had been informed of
that in enough amount of time — then we
would’ve just revised it, had it done,” Bell
said.

June '11

April '12

March '12

2011- 2012

August 1, 2011 — Incoming freshman
Tyler Webster was banned from WKU for
planking and promoting his website with
stickers around campus. Webster’s story
was picked up by the Associated Press and a
support group was formed for Webster. The
ban was lifted a week later.
“It was an overreaction by everybody involved,” WKU president Gary Ransdell said.

September 18, 2011 — Alpha Xi Delta hosted
their bid day and became a colony on campus to
meet the growing demands of the Greek system.
After almost 10 years of absence from WKU,
Alpha Xi reinstalled a chapter in February and 61
members were initiated.
Chapter President Tori Henry said she was proud
of all of the colony members.
“We are all the strongest we have ever been in
our lives and couldn’t be more excited to make the
Epsilon Kappa chapter of Alpha Xi Delta reflect our
strength."

February 2012
Advocates at the Student Press
Law Center and the Student Government Association looked closer
at WKU's social media policy. The
policy was later removed and replaced with a different policy that
didn't infringe on students' First
Amendment rights.

February 27, 2012 — Housing
and Residence Life opened availability to the 36 apartment units
being built around the new parking
structure on the corner of 13th Avenue and Kentucky Street.
The apartments at 1302 Kentucky St. filled up with rising seniors in the first eight minutes.
“That’s something that students
have told us — ‘We want that opportunity to live off campus and
have that experience,’” Brian
Kuster, director of HRL, said. “Parents, I think, will feel better leasing
from the university as opposed to
an apartment complex.”

Feb. '12

Aug. '11

Sept. '11

7A

Feb. 26, 2012 — The WKU
women’s track team saw its nationlong conference championship
winning streak snapped at 18 titles
after finishing fifth at the Sun Belt
Indoor Championships in Murfreesboro, Tenn. The men’s team won the
championship.

Feb. 19—March 15, 2012 —
WKU basketball embarked on one
of the most spectacular late-season
runs in recent memory. Bjork announced via Twitter on Feb. 19 that
Harper would be the permanent
head coach. WKU won its final two
regular season games, then four
games in four days to win the Sun
Belt Conference Tournament as a
No. 7 seed. The Toppers then completed the largest comeback in the last five minutes in NCAA Tournament
history — a 16-point comeback to defeat Mississippi Valley State, 59-58,
at the NCAA Tournament First Four in Dayton, Ohio. President Barack
Obama and British Prime Minister David Cameron were present in Dayton.
WKU fell to eventual national champion Kentucky in the second round,
81-66, at the KFC Yum! Center in Louisville.

March 21, 2012 — Bjork left WKU after two years to become athletics director at
University of Mississippi. President Gary
Ransdell told media that Bjork informed
him of his interest in the Ole Miss position immediately following WKU’s NCAA
tournament loss to Kentucky. Senior associate AD Todd Stewart was named interim
AD while a search for a permanent replacement takes place.

June 29, 2011 — Amy Eckhardt, former director of Scholar Development for the Honors College who was fired in
April 2011, filed complaints against the university in civil
court and the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission.
Eckhardt is suing the university for violation of the Kentucky
Whistleblower Act, the Kentucky Open Records Act, invasion of privacy and libel. Pamela Bratcher, Eckhardt’s attorney, told the Herald in August that she believes her client has
a “very strong” case. Deborah Wilkins, chief of staff and general counsel, said WKU followed the law at all times.

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD

March 12, 2012 — Women’s basketball head coach
Mary Taylor Cowles was
fired after a 9-21 season, one
of the worst in team history.
Bjork cited on-court performance and declining attendance as factors in Cowles’
firing. Louisville assistant
Michelle Clark-Heard was
hired as the team’s new head
coach later in the month.

April 5, 2012 — Derrick Gordon announced that he’s transferring from WKU.
Gordon committed to WKU as a sophomore in high school, and for the three years
leading up to his arrival at WKU was seen
as the centerpiece of a recruiting class that
was thought to bring WKU basketball back
to success. Gordon started all 35 games for
WKU and became the first freshman to lead
the team in scoring and rebounding. He said
his decision to transfer was based on wanting to play closer to his New Jersey home.

April 20, 2012 — During the final night of the “Cemetery
of the Innocent” display by Hilltoppers for Life, Bowling
Green senior and art student Elaina Smith decided to make a
statement, one involving placing several hundred condoms on
the Popsicle stick crosses for an art project.
John Sohl, president of the Hilltoppers for Life group, said
word quickly spread of the incident and eventually to Fox
News.
Associate professor Kristina Arnold, Smith’s teacher, said
she knew what Smith was planning for her project and warned
Smith of the possible repercussions.

MAY 4, 2012

in review

Oct. '11

Jan. 21, 2012 — The Board of Regents approved a new
$475,000 per year contract for head football coach Willie
Taggart. Taggart made $225,000 under his previous contract.
Faculty regent Patricia Minter said she received more than 70
emails from other school employees criticizing the contract,
calling it unfair and demoralizing.

Nov. '11

Nov. 12, 2011 — Defensive coordinator Lance Guidry
was arrested for driving while
intoxicated in Baton Rouge,
La., the morning that WKU
was scheduled to play No.
1 LSU. Guidry coached the
game, as well as the team’s
remaining three games, but received a “stern” punishment,
according to then-athletics
director Ross Bjork. After
keeping Guidry’s punishment under wraps for nearly
a week, Bjork revealed that
Guidry was fined $4,500 and
lost his university vehicle.

September, 30 2012 — The $49 million
Downing University Center renovation was
unveiled in the lobby of DUC. The renovation
will include a 24-hour study space, a Starbucks
and renovated WKU Store.
Construction started in March and is scheduled for completion in the fall of 2014.

Jan. '12

November 2011
Student Government Association retroactively paid Parking
and Transportation a $15,000 payment for last year’s Provide-ARide service. The total amount owed was taken evenly from the
organizational aid and student scholarship funds — $7,500 from
each.
Colton Jessie, SGA president for the 2010-2011 school year,
said he was not made aware of the retroactive payment until SGA
President Billy Stephens, the current president, notified him of
the situation.
“That can’t be correct by any means,” Jessie said.

January 15, 2012— Reigning Miss Kentucky, WKU student AnnBlair Thornton, traveled to Las Vegas to compete for the title of Miss
America against 52 other contestants.
Thornton didn’t win the title, but was named the winner of the
2012 Miss America Quality of Life award, and received a $6,000
scholarship.
Thornton will remain Miss Kentucky until she crowns the 2012
Miss Kentucky on July 14.

Dec. '11

November 8, 2011 — Bowling Green sophomore
Brandon Peay lost the mayor race. Peay decided to campaign because he told his mother he would run for office some day. Peay received 266 votes, which was about
three percent of total votes cast.
“Honestly, it’s a good experience,” he said. “I’m glad
I had this opportunity.”

Oct. 23, 2011 — WKU snapped its 18-game home losing streak with a 42-23 Homecoming win
over Louisiana-Lafayette at Smith Stadium. The win was the third in what would be a season-ending
seven-game Sun Belt Conference win streak for the Toppers. Senior running back Bobby Rainey ran 32
times for 206 yards and three touchdowns, part of an offensive attack that gained 507 yards on the day.

Nov. 19, 2011 —
WKU won the Sun
Belt Conference volleyball championship,
dropping just one set
in three matches on
its way to the title.
The Lady Toppers
lost to Marquette in
the first round of the
NCAA Tournament in
four sets, capping off
a 31-4 season.

January 23, 2012 — The music rehearsal hall
behind the fine arts center opened in time for the
start of the spring semester. Construction began
on the project in August 2010.
Mitzi Groom, head of the music department,
said the building would help accommodate the
growing program.
“This has been a need that the department has
had for a long time,” Groom said.

Jan. 6, 2012 — Ken McDonald was fired as
head men’s basketball coach after a 5-11 start
to the season and dwindling attendance numbers. The move came on the heels of a game in
which WKU lost in the final seconds to Louisiana-Lafayette, when the Ragin’ Cajuns had
six players on the floor when scoring the winning basket. Assistant Ray Harper was named
interim head coach.

January 9, 2012 — WKU announced a new
10-year exclusive contract with Coca-Cola, replacing Pepsi as the main vendor for campus.
Every vending machine, soda fountain and
concession was switched during the first couple
weeks of the spring semester.
The transition was welcome to some students.
“I just like Coke products better,” Florence
junior Chelsea Barrett said.

Dec. 4, 2011 — WKU wasn’t selected for a bowl game after a 7-5 regular season.
The Toppers were the only Football Bowl Subdivision team with a winning record to
not receive a bowl invitation.
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Without your help our “International Reach” would not be as Global!
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Corey Alderdice, Gatton Academy program to Italy, winter 2012
Gregory Arbuckle, Faculty-led program to University of Reutlingen, Germany, Fall 2011
Saundra Ardrey, Faculty-led program to Czech Republic, summer 2012
Clifton Brown, Faculty-led program to Italy, summer 2012
Daniel Carter, Faculty-led program to Belize, winter 2012
Fred Carter, International Student Teaching program, Fall 2011, spring 2012
Randy Capps, Faculty-led program to University Jean Moulin 3, France, winter 2012
Miwon Choe, Hanyang Exchange, Summer 2012
Craig Cobane , Faculty-led program to Italy, summer 2012
David Coffey, Faculty-led programs to Ecuador, winter/spring 2012
Eric Conte, Research program to Taiwan, summer 2012
Eddie Cuisinier, KIIS program to Québec, summer 2012
Roger Dennis, Faculty-led program to Scotland, summer 2012
Marc Eagle, KIIS program to Spain, summer 2012
Julia Fryia, Gatton Academy program to Italy, winter 2012
Heather Garcia, Imagewest program to Italy, summer 2012
Erin Greunke, Faculty-led programs to Czech Republic, summer 2012
Linda Gonzales, Faculty-led program to Scotland, summer 2012
Tim Gott, Gatton Academy program to Costa Rica, winter 2012
Kimberly Green, Faculty-led program to Europe, summer 2012
Kristie Guffey, Faculty-led program to Ecuador, winter/spring 2012
Bob Hatfield, Faculty-led program to University Jean Moulin 3, France, spring 2012
Tom Hunley, Gatton Academy program to Harlaxton, summer 2012
u
Daniel Jackson, Faculty-led program to University of Reutlingen, Germany, Fall 2011
cea
n
o
n
e.
Che Franc no
Roberto Jiménez-Arroyo, KIIS program to Mexico, summer 2012
e
d
e
y,
eau Valle ney R
t
Molly Kerby, CCSA program to Ireland, summer 2012 and Belize Spring 2012
a
Ch oire Whit
L
Le
by
Sol Kiasatpour, Faculty-led program to Belgium, summer 2012
Cheryl Kirby-Stokes, Faculty-Led to South Africa, Summer 2012
Laura McGee, Faculty-led program to Germany, summer 2012
Andrew McMichael, teaching at Harlaxton, spring 2012
William Mkanta, KIIS program to Tanzania, summer 2012
Roger Murphy, Faculty-led programs to Czech Republic, summer 2012
Kerry Northrup, iMedia program to Hong Kong, fall 2011
Bonnie Petty, Faculty-led program to Belize, winter 2012
Keith Phillips, Gatton Academy program to Costa Rica, winter 2012
Lisa Park, Faculty-led program to Bahamas, winter 2012
Allen Redden, Faculty-led program to Kenya, winter 2012
Nancy Rice, Faculty-led program to Kenya, winter 2012
Jo-Anne Ryan, Faculty-led program to Germany, summer 2012
April Schleig, Faculty-led program to University Jean Moulin 3, France, Spring 2012
Jo Shackelford, Faculty-led program to Europe, summer 2012
Fred Siewers, Faculty-led program to the Bahamas, winter 2012
Mark Simpson, Imagewest program to Italy, summer 2012
Michael Smith, CCSA program to Australia, winter 2012
Saundra Starks, KIIS program to Tanzania, summer 2012
hono
ring
Sib
Finn
ish c elius M
Melissa Stewart, KIIS program to Spain, summer 2012
omp
oser onume
Mike Stokes, Faculty-led program to South Africa, summer 2012
Hels Jean Sibe nt,
by K inki, Fin lius,
Derick Strode, Gatton Academy program to Costa Rica, winter 2012
l
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Almo and
usily
Brian Strow, Faculty-led program to Australia, winter 2012
Dennis Wilson, Faculty-led program to Australia, winter 2012
SPECIAL THANKS TO
Marjorie Yambor, iMedia program to Hong Kong, fall 2011
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Office of Scholar Development
Office of Student Financial Assistance
Office of the Registrar
Office of Admissions
IT Department
Office of Bursar
Housing and Residence Life
Counseling and Testing Center
Chinese Language Flagship
Health Services
Public Affairs
KIIS Office
Honors College
CCSA
International Education Council
International Student and Scholar Services
Office of International Programs
Harlaxton
Semester at Sea
Confucius Institute

www.wku.edu/studyabroad/
www
wku ed
du/studyabroad/
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ARAMARK

use four a day,” he said. “I know they
make money other places. Students are
getting hosed as it is with tuition going
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
up, and up and up.”
Meszaros said the meals-per-day
Based on conversations with account specialists at Murray State Uni- rule is in effect because parents and
versity, the University of Kentucky and students asked for it years ago.
“We’re still being the mother, and
Middle Tennessee State University, results show that WKU offers more flex- that’s an issue that goes above my
head,” he said. “That’s the university
ible options than some.
Both UK and MTSU have nation- taking care of the students.”
Colley said it’s impossible to meet
al brands on campus, but their meal
swipes can only be used at residential every individual’s needs when dealing
eateries. Murray State doesn’t host na- with such a large number of customtional brands. But at Murray State and ers. About 6,000 students — includMTSU, on-campus freshmen buy un- ing roughly 2,000 first-year freshmen
required by WKU policy to be on at
limited access to the cafeterias.
“That’s why I say the students here least a 10-meal per week plan — are on
have a lot more options,” Colley said. meal plans. Many WKU employees are
“A lot of students don’t appreciate how as well, but Colley couldn’t provide a
number.
expansive their program is.”
“If you change the parameters of the
Understanding declining balance
One of the most recent changes to contract the way it is today, it changes
every meal plan was the addition of the cost of the contract,” he said.
Prices are set based on several things
meal plan dollars. Each plan comes
with a declining balance separate from like food and labor costs, but maybe
weekly meal swipes. They can be used the most significant aspect is usage —
at every dining location on campus, percentage of swipes redeemed.
Colley said usage at WKU stays
as well as the on-campus convenience
around 86-88 percent, which is higher
stores.
There’s an 11 percent discount with than any other scenario in which he’s
meal plan dollars, and there aren’t re- worked. Part of the reason for that is
strictions on them. They roll over from the presence of the meal plan exchange,
he said.
the fall to spring semester.
Some people — if not most — do
As recently as last spring, meal plan
users could decide whether to buy meal everything in their power to use every
plan dollars. That choice no longer ex- swipe on their card, but if that percentists. Meszaros described the current age jumps, everybody will feel an imformat as a selling point and teaching pact.
That being said, there’s an alternatool, because participants will get used
to using their declining balance like a tive for commuting students and university employees. Block plans come
debit or credit card, he said.
Based on a 14-meal per week plan with a set number of meal swipes and
— without a declining balance — pur- are free of daily usage restrictions. The
chased in spring 2011 for $1,200, there swipes are packaged by semesters, not
are some “free” meal plan dollars. The weeks. Unused swipes from the fall sesame meal per week plan was pur- mester roll over to spring. No on-camchased last semester with $250 meal pus residents can buy these plans.
Contractually
plan dollars attached for
speaking
$1,437, leaving 13 meal plan
Food service at
dollars built in.
WKU will generate an
“If you don’t see a need
estimated $18 million
to have a lot of meal plan
in 2012. The univerdollars, get one that has I think it’s dumb
sity receives 8 percent
$25 attached,” Colley said. that you can
of all yearly revenue,
“What’s $25 over the course
plus $400,000 for
of a semester? It’s not like only use four a
renovations — an
you have $500 you’ve got to
day. I know they amount WKU matchfind some way to spend.”
es, Meszaros said —
Mayfield junior Alex make money
and roughly $250,000
Heath, who rarely carries
for repairs. Meszaros
cash, said he likes avoid- other places.
said every penny reing out-of-pocket purchases
couped by WKU is
when meal swipes aren’t an Students are
reinvested into food
option.
getting hosed
services,
whether
A benefit of having the
that’s adding restauunrestricted money is getting as it is with turants, improving dina better value on snack food.
ition going up,
ing environments or
Students often use meal plan
paying bills.
exchanges to buy non-value and up and up."
“Nobody’s putting
meal items. In that case, a
that money in their
swipe can be used to purchase $3.45 in goods. In the
—ALEX HEATH pocket and saying,
Mayfield junior ‘Oh, good, we’ve got
Downing University Center,
all this extra money
the combination of a 20 oz.
— we’re going to put
Powerade and 1.74 oz. bag
of M&M’s will maximize that swipe. it toward buying new buses,’” he said.
Colley said he’s not aware of another “Food money stays in food.”
Meszaros said some of the money
account with an equivalency program.
will go toward the DUC renovations
Adding it all up
The actual cost per meal on a meal to recruit students and keep them at
plan isn’t $3.45. Based on a 14-meals- WKU.
“In fact, part of our goal in this new
per-week plan, 230 meals are available this semester, meaning meals cost contract is to keep more of the money
$5.12, which shows why eating at Fresh on campus, because it’s helping (AraFood is the best value. The number of mark), too, because it’s reinvested in
days Aramark is open for business is the program, and that’s going to be
determined by the university calendar. easier for them to sell meal plans and
When dorms are open, Aramark’s run- be successful in the long run.”
Five percent of profits go to Araning. Kit Tolbert, director of housing
operations at WKU, said there are 115 mark, Meszaros said, to help pay its
corporate overhead. He said he’d guess
boarding days in each semester.
Meal plan participants must also ac- an additional 1-2 percent is left over
count for restrictions. For example, us- for Aramark to keep. Industry profit
ers on set meals-per-week plans can’t average is 6-8 percent, he said. Colley
swipe more than four meals in a day, declined to answer any questions reand meals don’t roll over from week to lated to profit.
“I’m not going to get into all the conweek.
Heath said the restrictions are a tractual things,” he said. “Aramark is the
“hassle” and often cause him to “burn” contracted food service provider, and it
is a for-profit company, so yes, there is
swipes on drinks.
“I think it’s dumb that you can only some profit that goes to Aramark.”
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Dodds plans to prepare for office this summer
By TAYLOR HARRISON
news@wkuherald.com

The president-elect of the Student Government Association
will be using this summer break
to prepare for the upcoming
school year.
Smithland junior Cory Dodds,
who currently serves as SGA’s director of information technology,
said he will be working with people
he hopes to appoint to SGA positions in the fall to prepare for his
presidency.
“I have spoken to several people, but of course they won’t be
officially appointed until senate approves them,” Dodds said.
Dodds said he wants to work
on a strong public relations campaign and a campaign to inform
students about the new safe ride

program that will be implemented
in the fall.
“So, we will basically be working on a lot of different plans that
we can follow to hopefully hit the
ground running as soon as the semester begins,” Dodds said.
A vital element is developing
relationships with faculty, students
and administrators, Dodds said. He
also pointed out that there will be
a large number of people he will
be working with in the fall who he
hasn’t even met yet.
“So one thing that I think is
definitely important is just meeting new people and building those
relationships so that when things
arise that I want to get done, I already know who to contact and
hopefully have a good relationship
with them to get things done,”
Dodds said.

Dodds will also officially be
sworn in as the student regent for
the Board of Regents during the
summer at a June meeting.
Over the summer, Dodds said
he will be in constant contact with
Lewisport freshman Cain Alvey,
an SGA senator who will serve as
administrative vice president next
year, and Bowling Green sophomore Keyana Boka, who currently
serves as campus improvements
chairperson and will be executive
vice president in the fall.
“One thing that I want to do is to
sit down with both of them and just
have a discussion about what they
want to accomplish and how we as
an organization can lend them that
support, and hopefully help them
get things done,” Dodds said.
Dodds also wants to talk more
in depth with Christopher Costa,

an SGA senator who will serve as
speaker of the senate next year.
“I mean, the speaker—they’re
a non-voting member of exec,”
Dodds said. “So, basically they’re
the voice of the legislative branch
on the executive branch, but I think
Chris has a lot of great ideas, and
so we will definitely be working
together.”
Dodds is currently meeting with
Parking Services to finalize plans
for a safe ride program.
“Hopefully, the meeting that
I’m having on Friday will be our
last one and we will have the safe
ride program ready for the week
of M.A.S.T.E.R. Plan,” Dodds
said.
Alvey said he has plans to prepare for his office over the summer
as well. He will go over the budgets
from last year to help plan for next

year’s budget and revamp the organizational aid application to make it
better for both the groups applying
and SGA.
Alvey also talked about keeping
in contact with Boka and Dodds
over the summer.
“We’re planning on meeting a
few times this summer just to talk
about what our plans are for senate
for next fall and spring,” Alvey said
“What we would like to see happen
within the senate, and then what we
want to grow on, and how we want
to grow as a senate.”
Boka agreed that she would
definitely be keeping in touch with
them as they make plans for next
year.
“I think all of us agree on the
same main issues, and we’re always coming up with new ideas
together too,” Boka said.

Ransdell opposes KY court ruling on guns in vehicles
By CAMERON KOCH
news@wkuherald.com

Students and faculty at public
Kentucky universities will be allowed to keep firearms in the glove
box of their vehicles after a Kentucky Supreme court ruling last
week.
The case arose after a graduate
student and student worker at the
University of Kentucky was fired
for possessing a firearm in his car
on campus, even though he possessed a concealed weapons permit.
Lawyer Greg Stivers, who represents WKU for many lawsuits,
represented Kentucky’s public
universities and the Council on
Postsecondary Education during

the trial. He argued that in order to
keep campuses safe, the preference
of Kentucky’s public universities
is that there should be no guns allowed on campus.
The court’s ruling poses problems for the university. Deborah
Wilkins, chief of staff and general
counsel, said that the current policy
is that firearms are in no way allowed on campus property, unless
for special police purposes.
“What we’ll have to do is go in
and modify our policy,” Wilkins
said. “We will remove the language
that says you can’t have a weapon
in a vehicle parked on campus.”
Wilkins said the only way the
policy will change is if the legislature amends the law to exclude
weapons in parking lots, but that

can’t happen until the general assembly next year.
“That’s a year away — the legislature’s not going to entertain any
new laws until next January, so
we’re going to have to deal with it
at least to that point,” Wilkins said.
Though President Gary Ransdell said that, of course, the university will respect the court’s judgment, he didn’t agree with it.
Ransdell drew a distinction
from a university campus and a
town, and that just because something is allowed outside of a campus environment doesn’t mean it
should be allowed inside.
“If you are looking for my first
blush reaction to that, it’s of concern. A university campus is not a
like a city,” Ransdell said. “An as-

sault, or a robbery, we send out a
text alert to everybody in our population. That doesn’t happen in the
city of Glasgow, a city of about the
same size, for example.
“We’re very proactive and very
visible in alerting everybody in
our midst when anything occurs.
It must be a safe place, and my
personal opinion — this is my personal opinion — there is no place
for anyone on this campus to be
carrying a firearm in their car or
otherwise.”
Wilkins said she didn’t believe
that the court ruling would have a
major impact on safety.
“I think people who have weapons are going to have them regardless of what the law says. People
who don’t have them are the same

way,” Wilkins said. “I don’t think
people are going out and saying
‘I’m going to get a gun because this
law is changed.’”
Though it is unclear how much
of an effect the ruling will have,
Ransdell said the ruling could be
a slippery slope, leading to unforeseen consequences.
“There are some things that
are not quite clear: What if a car is
unlocked? What if a car is left unlocked intentionally and a weapon
is in that car? It adds to the challenge of the university police department,” Ransdell said.
“The next step — residences,
residence hall rooms — there are
some consequences, maybe some
unintended. This is not an insignificant matter.”

Physical therapy doctorate gets CPE approval
By CAMERON KOCH
news@wkuherald.com

WKU’s physical therapy doctorate program continues to move
forward with approval of the program by the Council on Postsecondary Education.
Originally planned for the fall of
2012, the program hit a stumbling

block earlier this year.
Due to the time involved in getting certification from CPE and
still needing certification from the
Southern Association of Colleges
and Schools, the program missed
the March 1 deadline for the Commission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education.
CAPTE approval is the final

step in the long accreditation process. The next CAPTE review cycle will start December 1.
Harvey Wallmann, director of
the program, said that accreditation from SACS is still in process
and that the he and Kurt Neelly,
academic coordinator for the program, will both be doing research
and teaching while the program is

finalized.
“We’re just moving forward
now with research,” Wallmann
said. “We’re going to be teaching
classes in the fall too, along with
our new faculty member.”
Two new faculty members have
been hired for the program, Donald
Hoover and Beth Norris. Hoover
will begin July 1 and help teach

exercise science classes in the fall.
Norris will begin this fall.
The doctorate physical therapy
is scheduled to launch in the summer of 2013. New applications will
be accepted this fall leading up to
the Jan. 15 deadline, to be considered along with applications submitted for the original Fall 2012
launch date.

11A
WKU involved in eight ongoing lawsuits

MAY 4, 2012

By CAMERON KOCH
news@wkuherald.com

According to a document provided to the Herald by Deborah
Wilkins, chief of staff and general
counsel, there are eight civil suits
open against WKU at this time.
-Oct. 6, 2009
Elizabeth Esters, who v o l untarily retired, alleged that an
employment contract between her
and WKU was breached by the
university. A court date has been
set for July 15, 2012, at the Franklin County Courthouse.
-March 19, 2010
Gina Brown was terminated
on Jan. 19, 2009. Brown filed a
complaint alleging a “hostile environment” based on her gender and
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race, and “disparate treatment”
based on her gender, race, age and
retaliation. Brown is an AfricanAmerican. WKU denied the allegations in the complaint by filing
an answer. A court date has been
set for May 15, 2012.
-Nov. 10, 2010
Raymond Elms was terminated on Oct. 5, 2010. Following
his termination, Elms, who is 48,
alleged that he was discriminated
against based on age. According
to Kentucky law, it is illegal for
an employer to fire, refuse to hire
or otherwise discriminate against
anyone due to their age if the individual is older than 40 years old.
WKU said Elms, an employee for
27 years, was fired for his excessive use of a university cell phone,

including 218 long-distance phone
calls and 5,687 personal text messages. Wilkins said the discovery
phase on this case has begun.
-Feb. 10, 2011
Joe Martin, a former employee
of WKU’s central steam plant,
filed a case claiming that WKU
and Sodexo terminated his employment in response to him filing
a workers compensation claim.
Wilkins said the university has
filed a motion for summary judgment. The case is currently pending.
-May 24, 2011
Marilyn Gardner, who is currently employed at WKU as an associate professor of public health,
alleged that WKU violated the
Americans with Disabilities Act

and Section 504 violations in relation to accommodation of her disability. Wilkins said discovery has
not yet begun on this case.
-June 29, 2011
Amy Eckhardt, the former director of Scholar Development for
the Honors College, was terminated on April 1, 2011. Eckhardt then
filed a case alleging that WKU had
violated the Kentucky Whistleblower Act, Kentucky Open Records Act, invasion of privacy and
libel in regards to her termination
by releasing her termination letter
to the Herald. Wilkins said depositions have not yet been taken in
this case.
-December 16, 2011
Arianna Petty, a former WKU
student, said she suffered physi-

cal and emotional damage as
a result of coming in contact
and conflicting with another
student. She claims WKU was
aware of this and was negligent in not preventing further
conflict. The Kentucky Board
of Claims dismissed Petty’s
claim, but she has now filed
a motion to set aside the dismissal.
-January 30, 2012
Cheryl Lewis-Smith, former Human Resources manager for employment and training, filed a civil suit claiming
WKU eliminated her position
based on her race, age and for
bringing up concerns of discrimination to the university.
No court date has been set.

MEN'S BASKETBALL RECRUITING

Bradley, Rostovs coming to WKU
By BRAD STEPHENS
& JORDAN WELLS
sports@wkuherald.com

WKU added two big men on
Thursday, one of whom was a
known target and the other more of
a surprise.
Aleksej Rostovs, a 6-foot-9
center from Latvia, committed
to WKU Thursday morning, according to the Canarias Basketball
Academy website.
Hours later, the transfer of
6-foot-10 center Michael Bradley
from Connecticut to WKU was
confirmed by CBSSports.
Topper fans had been hearing

rumors on Bradley in the weeks
since he visited campus the weekend of April 13-15.
During that visit, Bradley told
the Herald WKU was “very high”
on his list.
However, Rostovs was a new
name for most WKU fans that
learned of his commitment.
“I'm really looking forward to
the new challenge that awaits me
at Western Kentucky University,”
Rostovs said in a Canarias Basketball Academy release. “Coach
(Ray) Harper has been a winner at
every level he has coached at. Add
that to the rich basketball tradition
at WKU — it is all really exciting!”

Rostovs was part of the bronze
medal U18 Latvian National team
in the 2010 European Championships.
He
also
competed for
the U19 National Team in
2011, finishing 10th in the
ROSTOVS
FIBA World
U19 Championships.
Rostovs becomes the first European native to play for WKU since
Montenegro native Nemanja Milosevic graduated for the Toppers
after the 2009-2010 season.

Bradley told Nooga.com that
his decision to come to WKU was
based heavily on tradition.
“They make it to the tournament a lot, and when you’re a college basketball player, that’s all you
want to go to,” Bradley said.
WKU was the only school
Bradley visited after deciding to
transfer after his redshirt freshman
season at UConn.
He was granted a request for
scholarship release because of
health circumstances surrounding
his grandmother, who lives in his
hometown of Chattanooga, Tenn.
He could be granted a hardship
waiver by the NCAA because of

his grandmother’s health, allowing him to play in the upcoming
season.
After signing point guard Brandon Harris in April and guard/forward Eddie Alcantara on Tuesday,
Rostovs’ and Bradley’s commitments mean the Toppers’ signing
class stands at four.
That’s one player more than the
number of scholarships WKU had
available.
The numbers problem could be
solved by putting a current scholarship player on academic scholarship, a current player transferring
or a new recruit coming in as a
walk-on.

NFL's Baltimore Ravens and
Cincinnati Bengals, respectively.
Sites, Williams honored for
academics
WKU held its 2011-2012 academic banquet on Wednesday at
Diddle Arena, honoring athletes’
and teams’ academic achievements.
Senior track and field distance
runner Jeremy Sites was named
Male Scholar Athlete of the Year,
while senior soccer midfielder

Lindsay Williams earned Female
Scholar Athlete of the Year honors.
The men’s tennis team finished with a 3.17 grade point
average, the highest on campus
among men’s sports for the fourth
straight year.
The women’s soccer team was
named female Academic Team of
the Year with a 3.62 team GPA
Junior men’s basketball center
Teeng Akol earned the Courage

Award for “efforts and advancements both inside and outside the
classroom during difficult circumstances.”
Sophomore women’s basketball guard Chaney Means won
the Outreach Service Award for
her efforts “to improve the community in which she lives and
better the individuals she encounters on a daily basis.”

■ SPORTS BRIEF
Adebayo drafted by
Montreal Alouettes
Former WKU defensive lineman Bo Adebayo was taken by
the Motreal Alouettes Thursday
in the third round (18th pick
overall) of the Canadian Football
League Draft.
Adebayo, a Sun Belt Conference honorable mention in 2011,
started nine games last year in his
senior season.
He recorded 31 total tackles,

8.5 of which came for a loss.
In addidtion to being drafted
by Montreal, Adebayo was invited by the NFL's Detroit Lions
to take part in the team's Rookie
Mini Camp, May 11-13.
Adebayo becomes the third
player from last year's WKU
team to be offered the chance to
play professionally.
Running back Bobby Rainey
and cornerback Derrius Brooks
were signed on Saturday by the

SOFTBALL

Rousseau pitching well
in first year at WKU
By HASANI GRAYSON

age against of .244.
Junior catcher Karavin Dew has been
behind the plate for most of her perforWKU is out-pitching opponents this mances and said that when Rousseau is
season in almost every major statistical having a good day in the circle, it can be
category.
a long day for opposing batters.
One of the main reasons for the team’s
“She works her stuff, and when she’s
pitching success has been the emergence on, it’s looking very good,” she said.
of sophomore right-hander Emily RousDew also said the movement on Rousseau.
seau’s curveball probably makes it her
The Greenwood, La., native trans- best pitch.
ferred to WKU for her sophomore year
In addition to the movement she gets
from Northwest Florida
on her breaking pitches,
State College, saying head
Perry said that her speed
coach Tyra Perry made her
and control also make
feel good about the direction
her difficult to hit.
of the program.
“She throws pretty
“From talking to Coach She works
hard, and when she
Perry and hearing about her stuff, and
moves the ball, it’s hard
the program and hearing
to hit,” she said.
so many good things about when she’s on,
Rousseau said that
her... it felt like the right fit
she has days where she
for me,” she said. “So far it’s it’s looking very has to work to find her
working out.”
most effective pitch if
good."
Though Rousseau said
her curve isn’t working.
she feels comfortable with
But no matter what
her decision to transfer to
—KARAVIN DEW pitch she feels comfortJunior catcher able with, Rousseau said
WKU, she said that her family not being able to see her
she tries to take an agpitch too often is a drawback.
gressive attitude on the
Her father is in the military
field with her.
and Rousseau moved around
“It’s going right after
a lot growing up.
them after the first pitch — not laying
Her parents both reside in Shreveport, back whenever they start hitting,” she
La., but will move to Hawaii in July.
said. “It’s going at them, trying to get on
“It’s really far away so they won’t get top of the count and not pitching scared.”
to see me play as much,” she said. “But
Not pitching scared will be key as
they’re doing what they can now.”
the Lady Toppers finish off the reguWith her parents in Louisiana and oth- lar season and look forward toward the
er members of her family living in Ala- Sun Belt Conference Tournament, which
bama, she often only pitches with family starts May 9.
members in attendance on road trips.
Rousseau said she’s feeling all of her
“My mom and my dad and my sister pitches and hasn’t been working on makwere all at (Lousiana-Monroe) when we ing any major changes to her mechanics
played,” she said. “I have family in Ala- as the regular season winds down.
bama that come and watch, so I’m goWith the way WKU performed in
ing to have people here — just not my close games against No. 6 Louisianaparents.”
Lafayette last weekend, Rousseau said
To go along with the struggles of not she likes the Lady Toppers’ postseason
being able to play in front of her family chances.
on a regular basis, Rousseau said she has
“We have as good a chance as anyexperienced some ups and downs during one does to make it,” she said. “It’s just
the season.
about going in and playing hard when
Rousseau has a record of 13-13 with a you get there, and I think we’re ready
2.69 ERA and an opposing batting aver- to do that.”

sports@wkuherald.com

-Brad Stephens
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SUN BELT
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

Georgia State brings a
football program about to
start just its third season
and a men’s basketball
team that’s been to two
NCAA Tournaments.
Texas State brings a
football program yet to
play a down as an FBS
member and a men’s basketball team that’s also
been to just two NCAA
Tournaments, the last of
which came in 1997.
Both of these schools
will dilute men’s basketball,
something WKU fans are

already sick of seeing from
their team’s conference.
Neither Georgia State
nor Texas State will really
help football either, other
than marching the league
closer to the 12-football
playing-school milestone
needed for a Sun Belt
championship game.
Both the Panthers and
Bobcats look like candidates for guarantee game
fodder and 3-5 league records. They’re not the kind
of teams that will raise the
league’s mediocre football
reputation.
Expect more of the
same from other teams that
join the league.
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Established FBS schools
within the league’s footprint, like Louisiana Tech,
are joining the C-USA instead of the Sun Belt.
Standing two teams
short of a potential conference championship, Benson and Co., have two real
options.
The Sun Belt could
scrape Idaho and New
Mexico State from the
dying Western Athletic
Conference and add them
as football-only members,
just as it did in 2001.
That would allow the
league to meet both minimum requirements for a
conference championship

and, with the reported
addition of non-footballplaying Texas-Arlington,
keep two six-team divisions.
But who of you WKU
fans really want to make
long road trips to watch
the Toppers play lightweights like Idaho and
New Mexico State?
The Sun Belt’s other
choice would be adding
two more FCS schools as
full members, requiring an
immediate transition to the
FBS.
Plenty of names have
been tossed around as to
who those teams would
be, with FCS powers Ap-

palachian State and Georgia Southern standing out
as popular candidates.
But adding two brand
new FBS members to a
league already trying to
break Texas State and
Georgia State into the FBS
will make for some brutal
football.
The greater bowl, TV
and revenue opportunities
Benson promised likely
won’t come with any real
significance from either
option.
The appearance of the
Sun Belt as an attractive
FBS landing spot won’t be
helped either.
Instead, the Sun Belt

sits as a sort of purgatory
football conference, able
to partake in bowl games if
given the chance, but without the prestige to play in
a bowl game that means
nothing.
As for the other highrevenue sport, men’s basketball, the Sun Belt’s reputation as one-bid league
has been further cemented.
In the conference realignment carousel, the
Sun Belt is a clear loser.
Benson has tried to
keep up with the carousel
by adding teams to the
league.
But quality hasn't been
gained in the process.

SOFTBALL

WKU looks to spoil MTSU’s tournament hopes
By HASANI GRAYSON
sports@wkuherald.com

The Lady Toppers play
their last home game of
the season on Thursday,
but their two-game set this
weekend against Middle
Tennessee could have an
impact on the Sun Belt
Conference Tournament.
WKU (28-23-1,9-12-1
Sun Belt) has secured its
spot in the tournament as it
currently sits in sixth place.
If WKU lost both of
its remaining conference
games, it would still place
no lower than seventh in a
tournament where the top
eight teams get a chance to
compete for a conference
championship.
MTSU is in eighth place
and is ahead of ninth-place
Florida Atlantic because of
its overall record and will
be fighting to keep tournament hopes alive this weekend.
Since the pressure will
be more on their opponents
this weekend, it would be
easy for the Lady Toppers
to look past the Blue Raid-

ers. But Head Coach Tyra
Perry said her team won’t
get too far ahead of themselves.
“We have three games
this week, so we’re focusing on those first, and then
we’ll prepare for the tournament after that,” she said.
MTSU, who beat WKU
at home on April 24, will
have to deal with a pitching staff that has impressed
coaches with their recent
performance.
“I’m proud of the young
ladies on the mound,”
Perry said. “I think they’re
competing with each pitch
and asking them to do some
of things we’ve been asking for all year.”
On paper, the matchup
between the bats of the
Blue Raiders and pitching
arms of the Lady Toppers
seems to be pretty even.
MTSU has a team batting average of .272 and
has driven in 145 RBIs
in the 47 games they’ve
played. MTSU also has
three players batting over
.300 and one player, Kayla
Toney, is batting .414 this

BASEBALL
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

“It gives us a lot of confidence
to go in and face the No. 1 team
in the conference,” Tompkins said.
“We have to have a game like this
to push us in there. I think we’re
going to have a lot of success this
weekend riding this game out.”
FAU is led offensively by senior catcher Mike Albaladejo (.359
average, 2 home runs, 24 RBIs),
and junior outfielder Mark Nelson
(.301 avg., 6 HRs, 37 RBIs).
The Owls’ ace is senior righthander Ryan Garton (8-2, 2.75
ERA, 66 strikeouts), while they

season.
WKU pitching has a
team ERA of 2.82 and an
opposing batting average
of .240.
Pitching played a big
part in keeping last weekend’s games against No. 6
Louisiana-Lafayette close,
but the Lady Topper offense is also looking to get
it going.
“I feel really confident
with runners on base,”
freshman infielder Preslie
Cruce said. “I have confidence in myself that I can
put the ball in play and give
the team a chance to score.”
WKU pushed just four
runs across in the entire
series against ULL but will
be looking to bounce back
against an MTSU team
with a team ERA of 4.43.
Junior outfielder Katrina Metoyer also said she
was feeling good about her
swing. She said lately she’s
been trying to focus on
not being as passive at the
plate.
“I’m trying to have a
more aggressive approach
at the plate, not try to watch

bring junior right-hander R.J. Alvarez (4-0, 0.61 ERA, 7 saves)
from the pen.
Just because FAU is located
at the top of the standings in the
Sun Belt doesn’t mean they’re going to be intimidated to face them,
Hodgins said.
“It’s just a challenge for us really,” Hodgins said. “Yeah, I mean,
they’re No. 1 in the conference,
but we’re playing good baseball
right now, and I’m excited to see
what we can do.
“Hopefully we can take a series
from them and move up our standing in the league.”
Myers said he would hate to see
WKU miss the tournament, which
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Sophomore infielder Amanda Thomas fields the ball during a doubleheader against Louisiana-Lafayette Saturday at the WKU Softball Complex. WKU lost the first game of the doubleheader 4-1 and the second game 2-1.

as many pitches as I had
been previously,” she said.
Metoyer also mentioned
that she has a thumb injury
that, after it affected her
against Louisiana-Monroe,
is something she feels she
has bounced back from.
The two-game set at

will be played May 23-27 at Bowling Green Ballpark, given how
well he said his team playing right
now. He said the Toppers control
their own Sun Belt Tournament
fate.
“I told these guys, ‘You have to
make sure we go down to Florida
Atlantic and get our rear-ends back
into this tournament, because you
guys can do some special things,’”
Myers said.
But Myers said he’s not worried, because he knows his team is
prepared.
“Our guys are ready,” Myers
said. “They want to get after FAU.
They’re ready to get on that plane
flight.”

MTSU will be played as a
doubleheader Saturday. After the game, the next opponent will be determined by
the conference standings as
the tournament begins on
May 9 in Boca Raton, Fla.
Cruce said she doesn’t
want to get ahead of her-

self either, but she thinks
the team can do well in the
post season.
“I’m pretty excited. I told
Kat (Katrina Metoyer) that
I had a really good feeling
about the conference tournament,” she said. “We’re
just going to give it our all.”
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It’s been a fun ride
I’m an extremely blessed person.
Now that my time at the Herald
and WKU has come to an end, I’m
also an extremely thankful person.
It was not in my original plan to
end up here. I grew up in Indiana, and
a school in Kentucky wasn’t on my
radar until the second semester of my
senior year in high school.
I was fortunate enough to join the
Herald staff during the spring semester of my freshman year, and since
then, these last three-and-a-half years
have been some of the best years of
my life.
I’ve gotten to cover some pretty
exciting events during my time here,
most notably this past year when I
watched the WKU basketball team
make one of the most remarkable
postseason runs in a long time. That’s
something that will stick with me
years down the road.
I got to cover WKU athletics in a
time period that probably saw some
of the most changes in a four-year
span that any college has endured.
But that’s also allowed me to meet a
lot of coaches, athletes and administrators who all have interesting stories to tell.
I rose through the ranks to become
sports editor and eventually editorin-chief, where I was able to direct
coverage of some major news events
this past school year. I was especially
proud of our staff for our series about
WKU’s social media policy and its
unconstitutionality.
I’ll leave the Herald and WKU with
plenty of stories to tell, like the time I
had to cover the Vagina Monologues
as a freshman, and the witty editors
put it on the front page with the headline reading, “The Right Spot: Vagina
Monologues pleasurable for all audiences.” Yes, that really did happen.
Or the time when former athletics
director Ross Bjork called me into
associate athletic director Todd Stewart’s office to lecture me about the
negativity of some of my tweets.
But those are the kinds of stories
that I’ll be able to tell years from now
and get a good laugh out of them.
I could not be more thankful for
everything I’ve been able to do at the
Herald and WKU.
It’s provided me with everything
I need in order to succeed in the
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journalism
business.
I
learned
how to be
a journalist
and how to
collaborate
with others.
My experience here
has
also
taught me
how to conduct myself
as a profes- COLE CLAYBOURN
sional, and
at times I’ve Editor-in-chief
had to learn
the hard way.
So now, it’s time to thank those
who have made this all possible.
First and foremost, I’d like to
thank Bob Adams, director of Student Publications. There’s hardly
been anyone in my life, outside of my
family, who’s been more influential
in my professional and personal life.
I’d also like to thank my co-worker
and editor for several years, Jonathan
Lintner. Much of who I am as a journalist is because of what I’ve learned
from Jonathan.
Thank you to all the people in
WKU Athletic Media Relations —
Todd Stewart, Michael Schroeder,
Chris Glowacki and all the others that
I’ve dealt with on a regular basis.
Thanks also to the coaches I
worked with over my three years covering sports — Jason Neidell, Willie
Taggart, Mary Taylor Cowles, Ken
McDonald and Ray Harper.
Thank you to all who have taken
the time to read my stories and give
me feedback. You all are ultimately
the reason we all do this job.
Lastly, thank you to my friends and
family who have been understanding
when I spent a lot of time being busy
with the Herald — maybe too much time.
I don’t know where I’m going from
here, but I do know that wherever I
end up, it’ll be my time at the Herald
that provides the foundation for who
I am as a journalist.
Five years ago, I never envisioned
I’d be here. But I could not be more
thankful for all the experiences I’ve
had and all the friends I’ve made
along the way. It’s been a fun ride.

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

“He’s his nation’s record-holder in
the javelin, so if he throws 79.5 meters
by the end of June, he’s a virtual lock to
be in,” he said. “He’s got the potential
to throw over 80 meters — it’s just a
matter of putting it all together on the
same day.”
Head Coach Erik Jenkins said he
thinks Guerra has the potential to be
an NCAA champion in the event this
season, but that’s not all he brings to
the table for the Toppers.
Guerra backs up his skills with
the javelin by being an outstanding
teammate, Jenkins said.
“I knew we had a good guy when we
were at his first meet here in the U.S.,”
Jenkins said. “He wins the Florida
Relays, throws his PR, and the next day
he’s out running around in the infield
cheering on the guys that were running
the relay.
“We actually had to tell him to get
out of the infield because nobody’s
supposed to be there, but that just
shows how strongly he feels about this
team and his teammates.”
The strengths he brings to the team
on and off the field could be important

STATE

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

Texas State will move
up this year as part of
the WAC, while Georgia
State will move up from
the Football Championship Subdivision when
it joins the Sun Belt in
2013.
Benson said he “truly
believes” that both the
Bobcats and Panthers
will become top-20 football programs.
One challenge the
conference faces in expansion efforts is the
potential departure of
current members. North
Texas and Florida International are both expected to leave and join Conference-USA in 2013.
But Benson said that
the move to add new
schools wasn’t done just
to replace the ones they
were expected to lose.
“These two universities are outstanding additions despite, perhaps,

I knew we had a good
guy when we were at
his first meet here in
the U.S."
—Erik Jenkins
Track & Field Head Coach

for the team coming up. The Sun Belt
Championships begin next weekend in
Lafayette, La., and Jenkins said Guerra
can help WKU bring home another
trophy.
“He’s got what it takes to make the
Olympics, just like he did a few years
ago,” Jenkins said. “We want him to
help us get through the conference,
regionals and nationals here in the next
few weeks first.”
Guerra said last time he was at the
Olympics, he was more in awe and just
happy to be there.
This time, he said, he’s set his sights
on something more.
“When I threw last time I didn’t
make the finals, so that’s something I
really want to do this time,” he said. “It
would be a dream come true.”

the loss of Florida International and North Texas,” he said.
Benson said he hopes
that North Texas and
FIU will remain but also
knows that the likelihood of them staying is
slim.
“If we were to lose
two current members replaced by Georgia State
and Texas State, that
gets us back to 10 football universities,” he
said. “Our goal would
be to get to 12 members
to be able to divide into
divisions and to create
some geographic efficiency with the membership in the west versus
the membership in the
east.”
The future of the conference, however, is not
set in stone, and Benson
is excited about the Sun
Belt maintaining a presence in the state of Texas
even if UNT decides to
leave.
“It’s important that
we remain in the state of

Texas, and Texas State
certainly does that regardless of what happens with the University
of North Texas,” he said.
Benson also said that
Florida is also an important region to consider
when looking at conference expansion.
He didn’t say specifically which schools
were being targeted but
did say getting an instate conference opponent for Florida Atlantic
is a possibility.
Benson said more
changes are on the
agenda for the Sun Belt.
These changes may happen quickly but Benson
assured everyone that
each potential member
will be carefully considered.
“At some point in
time we will address our
next member,” Benson
said, “and even though
some of these move fast,
it moves with a plan in
place, and right now the
plan is ongoing.”
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Sun Belt
product grows
even weaker
By BRAD STEPHENS
sports@wkuherald.com

JEFF BROWNHERALD

Senior outfielder Jared Andreoli slides into home to score in the bottom of the sixth inning at Bowling Green Ballpark Tuesday
night. WKU defeated No. 18 Louisville 8-1.

SEE SUN BELT, PAGE 12A

Crunch Time

CONFERENCE REALIGNMENT

Sun Belt adds
Texas State, eyes
further expansion

WKU carries momentum into FAU series
By KURT CARSON
sports@wkuherald.com

WKU was looking for some
source of momentum heading into
a stretch against quality Sun Belt
Conference opponents.
The Toppers hope they got that
kind of boost Tuesday night when
they defeated No. 18 Louisville
8-1 at Bowling Green Ballpark.
Junior shortstop Steve Hodgins
called the win “something we
needed.”
WKU (19-26, 9-12 Sun Belt
Conference) faced the Cardinals coming off a series loss to
Louisiana-Monroe that put itself
in a three-way tie for sixth place
in league standings, just a game
ahead of the two teams that would
currently miss the Sun Belt Tournament.
Head Coach Matt Myers said
it was an important victory as his
team heads to Boca Raton, Fla., to
take on league-leading Florida Atlantic (26-17, 14-5) this weekend,
with the first game set for 5 p.m.
Friday.

“This is momentum because
we beat one of the best teams in
the country,” Myers said. “Maybe
this will take some positive energy
down there.”
Myers said one reason for the
positive energy is due to how the
offense has progressed as of late.
The Toppers have averaged 6.9
runs per game over their last seven
games, 1.9 runs per game higher
than their season average.
“Guys are buying in to what
we’re trying to do,” Myers said.
“The offense has been improving,
and the bats have been improving
over the last three weeks.”
Offensive progress can be seen
in WKU scoring eight runs on
Tuesday night, compared to just
two runs on three hits in a 9-2 loss
to the Cardinals on April 3.
Freshman
left-hander
Ian
Tompkins agreed that the victory
over Louisville proves to be a
good sign for not only the offense
but also the entire team heading
into a tough upcoming series.
SEE BASEBALL, PAGE 12A

Karl Benson preached quality over quantity when he
was named Sun Belt Conference commissioner in February.
He spoke of “greater bowl opportunities, with greater TV opportunities, with greater revenue opportunities” for his new league.
Benson said the Sun Belt was making a “message” that the league “will
be and could be an attractive landing
spot for any current Football Bowl BRAD STEPHENS
Subdivision member in the footprint.” Upon Further Review
It doesn’t appear the FBS schools sports@wkuherald.com
within said footprint received Benson’s message.
The Sun Belt on Wednesday added Texas State. The
Bobcats will join Georgia State as new league members
in 2013.
Those two schools help replace Florida International,
which has gone to Conference-USA, and North Texas,
which will likely make the same move, giving the Sun Belt
10 football-playing members.

By HASANI GRAYSON

This is
momentum
because we
beat one of
the best teams
in the country.
Maybe this
will take some
positive energy
down there."
—MATT MYERS
Head Coach

sports@wkuherald.com

Sun Belt Conference commissioner Karl Benson
announced in a teleconference on Wednesday afternoon that Texas State had accepted an invitation to
join the conference, effective July 1, 2013.
Texas State is the second school to confirm its intentions to come to the Sun Belt in the past month.
Georgia State announced that it would join the conference April 9.
Texas State, which will be leaving the Western
Athletic Conference after just one year, is part of what
Benson hopes will be continued expansion for the Sun
Belt.
“The additions of Georgia State and Texas State is
part of a plan and a strategy the Sun Belt has in place
to bring in quality universities to not only allow the
Sun Belt to get bigger, but to get better,” Benson said.
“We believe strongly that the additions of Georgia
State and now Texas State have made the Sun Belt a
better conference for the future.”
Texas State, like Georgia State, was already slated
to move up to the Football Bowl Subdivision.
SEE STATE PAGE 13A

TRACK & FIELD

Guerra hopes to make second trip to Olympics
By LUCAS AULBACH
sports@wkuherald.com

An Olympic hopeful will take the
field with his WKU teammates next
weekend at the Sun Belt Conference
track and field championships.
He’ll throw the javelin for the red
towel of WKU in May, but if senior
Ignacio Guerra qualifies for the 2012
London Olympics, he’ll throw in August for his home country of Chile.
Guerra has competed all over the
world in his time as a javelin thrower. The native Chilean came to WKU
last year after competing for his home
country in the 2008 Beijing Olympics.
Guerra said the Olympic experience
was “amazing” the first time around.
“It was an experience you never
forget,” he said. “You’re with the best
athletes in your country, and it’s like a
big party. I really want to go back and
repeat that.”
WKU assistant coach Jarrett Murphy thinks Guerra has what it takes to

CONTACT: NEWS 270.745.6011

repeat. Murphy has worked one-on-one
with Guerra for the past two years and
said he’s seen a lot of improvement in
his time at WKU.
“He set a PR (personal record) almost as soon as he got here, and that
was after having competed in the
Olympics,” Murphy said. “Since then,
he’s gotten a lot better in the weight
room, and he’s a lot more technically
sound.”
In order to qualify for the Olympics,
Guerra will have to throw the javelin
at least 79.5 meters, the Olympic Bstandard, in an official meet in the next
two months.
He has competed in just one meet
this season but will have many more
opportunities as the track and field
postseason approaches.
On top of his Olympic experience,
Guerra has the benefit of holding the
javelin distance record in Chile, MurCHRISTIAN RANDOLPH/HERALD
phy said.
Ignacio Guerra prepares to throw a javelin at practice on Wednesday, April 13, 2011. Guerra
SEE GUERRA, PAGE 13A

competed for Chile in the 2008 Beijing Olympics and is hoping to compete for Chile again this
summer in the London Olympics.
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PEYTON HOBSON/HERALD

Gatton Academy junior Samuel Dong, 15, talks on the phone to his father after the WKU Student Research Conference March 24 in Gary Ransdell Hall. Samuel’s mother, Lin Q Fan, and his
brother, Matthew Dong, came to watch his presentation on cell phone security. The next day, his mother and brother took him out to lunch with friends for his 15th birthday.

Age is just a number
Youngest Gatton Academy
student tackles college

By MACIENA JUSTICE
diversions@wkuherald.com

PEYTON HOBSON/HERALD

Samuel Dong, a 15-year-old junior in the Gatton Academy, does his computer
science homework while his friend, 17-year-old Shane Masuda, rests his foot
on Dong’s chair. “He’s reall y good at focusing and doing his homework while
the rest of us goof off,” Masuda said. Dong wants to be a programmer and
own a company some day.

My friends treat me the same as
anyone else."
—SAMUEL DONG
Gatton student

Z

The college experience is different
for everyone. For students at Gatton
Academy, they get to start that college
experience as high school juniors. For
Samuel Dong, his experience started at
age 14.
Dong, of Frankfort, entered the Gatton Academy as a 14-year-old junior
because he skipped from kindergarten
to second grade, causing him to be the
youngest in his class for most of his
school years.
He also skipped sixth grade after being held back in the fourth grade. Currently, he’s listed as a junior in high
school and a freshman in college.
“I didn’t know his age until I took
him to do research,” Brimah Vonjo said.
Vonjo, a graduate student from Los

Angeles, is the resident counselor for
the Dong’s floor.
“He doesn’t tell people his age so
that they get to know him,” Vonjo said.
“He models after older students and fits
in well.”
Dong considers himself a normal
high school junior — he plays video
games, studies for classes and hangs out
with his friends.
Dong said he and his friends hang out
in the common area of their floor.
“My friends treat me the same as
anyone else,” he said. “Not a lot of people know.”
He also said since Gatton is such a
tight-knit group that it’s weird to think
about being different.
“We all act the same,” he said.
SEE GATTON, PAGE 2B

is for Zip-liner
Students work as zip-lining instructors

By SIDNEY BLANFORD

“You hook yourself up onto a zip trolley and a harness, and you have a threequarter-inch, stainless-steel cable that
Zipping through treetops is more than usually moves downhill, but it should
just a past time for birds — it’s something have an upward curve to it to break some
anyone can do, especially when you live of your speed,” Garabato said. “You just
so close to Cave City, Ky.
use a trolley, hook onto that cable and let
Bowling Green senior Taylor Garabato gravity sort of take you away.”
worked for Mammoth Cave Adventures,
Louisville freshman Ashley Lethco got
one of the two locations where zip-lining her first taste of zipping at summer camp
is available in Cave City, as
when she was in the third
a zipline tour guide during
grade.
the summer of 2010.
“I thought it felt like fly“It’s pretty controlled —
ing,” she said.
EMILY FREE/HERALD
it’s not quite skydiving, but
According to ziplineridit’s some fun,” he said.
er.com, Cave City is home Scottsville senior Kari McConnell zip lines Thursday at Mammoth Cave Adventures Zipline in
The “pre-professional”
to the longest twin zipline in Cave City. McConnell is currently training to receive her ziplining certification before beginning
will graduate this springEach Friday, the Herald brings you a storythe state of Kentucky, which her internship at the company
inspired by a letter of the alphabet.
with a major in recreation
can be found at Kentucky
administration and will have
Action Park.
completed the outdoor leadership pro“Mammoth Cave Adventures has five
gram (OLP). He said the correct term for zip lines and one sky bridge, offering a
zip-lining is actually “zipping.”
fun and safe trip for the whole family and You just use a trolley, hook onto that cable and
“That would be what the professionals great outdoor activity for kids, families,
call it,” Garabato said.
corporate groups and adventure seekers,” let gravity sort of take you away.”
He explains zip-lining to be an activ- according to ziplinerider.com.
—TAYLOR GARABATO
ity consisting of a trolley, a harness and
Bowling Green senior
gravity.
SEE ZIP-LINER, PAGE 2B

diversions@wkuherald.com

WKU

AtoZ

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD

GATTON

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1B

For
Dong,
being
younger
isn’t
really
something that unusual
for him.
“I’ve been younger
my entire life,” Dong

said. “I’ve grown accustomed to it.”
Dong said he feels like
his age could be a disadvantage for him, but that
is what motivates him to
try harder so that he can
be successful without his
age affecting him.
Vonjo said Dong is

ZIP-LINER
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1B

Through his work within
his major at WKU was when
Garabato got his first chance
to actually zipline.
“There is a recreation class
— Rec. 439 I think is what it’s
called — and that’s a challenge
course facilitation class,” he

MAY 4, 2012
mature for his age.
“The only way that
people would know he’s
younger was if he acted
different or younger,”
Vonjo said.
He said that Dong
helped other students in a
computer logic class.
“He is a fantastic study

said. “One of the first times
I had done zip-lining was
through that class.”
It was after taking this class
that Garabato started his work
with Mammoth Cave Adventures.
“So, after taking that class
I found out, kind of serendipitously, about Mammoth
Cave Adventures opening up
through a freelance paddle gig

partner,” Vonjo said.
Vonjo said that on the
surface, he couldn’t believe that Dong would
face any disadvantages
within his life but as his
life moves forward that
his peers will complete
milestones before him,
and that could be frus-

that I had done for Larry Bull,
which is Shane Bull’s dad.
Shane Bull is the guy who runs
Mammoth Cave Adventures,”
Garabato said.
It was after talking with
Bull that Garabato realized
through his work in his recreation class, he had the appropriate certifications to work as
a zipline tour guide.
“What interests me most

trating.
“By the time he is 21,
his bachelor degree will
be a few years behind
him,” Vonjo said.
Although, Vonjo believes that Dong will be
very successful in life.
“He has a healthy
competitive spirit,” he

about zip-lining isn’t necessarily about me having fun,
but it’s about sharing that experience with other people,”
he said. “It’s about showing
them, ‘Hey, you can do this
thing that puts you outside of
your comfort zone, and you
might learn something about
yourself.’”
Mt. Washington freshman
Ryne McMullen agrees it is

said. “He fits in well.
He has a great inner
strength.”
Vonjo said that Dong
is very willing to engage
his fellow students.
“Other students go to
him for advice and help
with studying,” Vonjo
said.

something that puts you outside of your comfort zone.
“It’s a lot of fun and a good
rush,” he said.
“It’s fun. It’s just fun,” Garabato said. “There’s no ancient Chinese secret about it
— it’s just kind of like, ‘Hey,
you’re hanging out 40 feet in
the air, moving really fast on
this cable. It’s fairly unnatural.”

COLUMN

An editor's goodbye in 21 inches
I stood in my living room
and begged my parents not
to make me go back to WKU.
It was a Sunday night of my
freshman year, and I attempted
to push my return time to campus another day.
I couldn’t do college. I
couldn’t do WKU. It wasn’t
for me. I wasn’t good at it. I
was so homesick — all arguments I brought up so confidently that I convinced myself
were fact. I think, or at least I
hope, everyone has these moments in their lives where they
believe they can’t do something. And then they do.
I wiped my eyes, put gas in
my car and made the drive to
Bowling Green that Sunday
night.
My freshman year, I didn’t
know where I fit in or what
I was good at, but the next

year I found
out I would
be a general
assignment
sports reporter
for the College
Heights Herald, meaning I
would take all
EMILY PATTON the
leftover
Features editor a s s i g n m e n t s
(aka the ones
no one wanted). I didn’t know
if this was what I was missing
in college. But when my first
story was published, I found
I had never been more proud
to see my name in print. I owe
a thank-you to Sarah Hyman,
my first editor, and Mr. A, director of Student Publications,
for understanding girls can
write sports, too.
Sure, it was added stress and
a serious time commitment,

but I loved it. That’s what this
is all about it. Loving it even
though you’re hating leaving
the Student Pubs building at
midnight, while you’re shoveling down three-day leftovers
because you’re too exhausted
to cook and having pride in
your work even when so many
others don’t understand why
you do it to yourself. This
newspaper became my home.
I moved from bass fishing
and 7 a.m. 5K race stories to
covering cross-country, where
I wrote about Lucas Somers
being diagnosed with testicular cancer and his teammates
shaving their heads in support.
The next semester, I transferred to writing softball,
where I received my first introduction to following a team
from start to finish.
That fall, I took on Lady

Topper volleyball, where I
covered the team through their
near-tragic bus crash to NCAA
tournament berth. I can strongly say this season of my life
was my most favorite, thanks
to such an outstanding coach
in Travis Hudson. Thank you
for the person you are.
Next, I climbed the ladder to
assistant sports editor writing
spring football, where I never
left practice without laughing
because of Willie Taggart giving me a quote with his latest
Willie-ism.
Finally, I advanced to features editor, where I’ve been
the last year. I had to figure
out how to lead people, how
to be a good person on the job
and an even better person off
of it. If anything, that’s the
hardest part about working for
a newspaper.

I want to thank my family
and friends for always understanding why this place took
up so much of my time, and
Hunter, my boyfriend, for being ever so gracious and supportive when I would get the
dreaded “my story has fallen
through” text from a reporter,
letting me have a meltdown
in the middle of our date and
then always finding a way to
make me smile. You’ve been
so good to me.
The fact of the matter is I
would not be writing this Herald goodbye without all of you.
I wouldn’t have gotten in the
car and driven back to Bowling
Green. I wouldn’t have found
my niche at WKU. I wouldn’t
have a job waiting after graduation. So thank you for getting
me to this goodbye. Thank you
for getting me past it.

SKyPAC series concludes with local bands
By CHRIS RUTLEDGE
news@wkuherald.com

As the semester comes
to a close, so does SKyPAC’s concert series, “Music in the Studio.” The final show is Saturday night
and features local rock acts
Thee Japanese Schoolgirls
and Heavy Chase.
Landon White, the programming coordinator at
SKyPAC responsible for
the series, is preparing to
graduate and will no longer be with SKyPAC after
this show, but the Bowling
Green senior hopes to finish strong.
“I want this one to be a
big bang,” White said.

This will be the fourth
concert in the series, which
kicked off in March with
another local band, Canago. White said he feels like
the concert has turned out
well but that attendance
has dropped since that first
show. That’s why White
decided to go with Thee
Japanese Schoolgirls as
the final concert in the series.
“Since it’s a festivity, I
was looking for a band that
could bring a festive atmosphere,” White said.
Lucas Goularte, lead
singer for Thee Japanese
Schoolgirls, said that the
band members are up to
the task and might have a

few tricks up their sleeves.
“I think I’ll probably
dress up nice,” Goularte
said. “I don’t know. I
might even wear the kangaroo suit.”
Goularte is talking
about the giant kangaroo
costume that he wears during some special shows.
“I don’t do it all the
time,” Goularte said. “Because then it would become something that people expect. I don’t want
that to be a gimmick — I
just want it to be like a little treat.”
That’s not the only
strange thing Goularte
does at shows. The band
also gives out “presents”

during the show: records,
VHS tapes, DVDs, Nintendo games, and books.
“We’ve got some awesome presents lined up for
SkyPAC,” Goularte said.
Goularte has never seen
SKyPAC from the inside
before, but he says the idea
of playing a new venue in
town brings another level
of excitement to the show.
“From all of the pictures that I’ve seen, it
looks amazing,” he said.
“I’ve heard that the sound
is impeccable.”
Jan Zarr, programming
director at SKyPAC, said
that while he is pleased
with the way the series
turned out, the future of

“Music in the Studio” has
not been decided.
Zarr said that the problem is the attendance has
been lackluster for the last
two shows.
“We can put on great
things, but if they’re not
coming out here and supporting it, you can’t keep
on doing things that are
not working,” Zarr said.
“We’re trying to figure out
what’s going to work.”
Zarr said that in any
case, SKyPAC would continue to feature local and
out-of-town bands.
“Maybe what we end
up doing is putting three or
four local bands together
and put them in the Main

Hall,” Zarr said.
SKyPAC is also working on an outside amphitheater that should be finished soon.
“We hope — knock
on wood — in mid-July,”
Zarr said. “So in the fall as
the students come back to
school, we’ll be able to run
some concerts out there.”
White said that although the future of the
series is in question, he remains optimistic.
“I hope that people
have caught on to it, and
I hope that it continues on
into something Bowling
Green is going to make a
part of their tradition,” he
said.

Pick up your copy Monday!
May 7

See who the WKU
community voted
“The Best of the Hill.”
College Heights Herald

@wkuherald

B3
AXiD concludes first year back on the Hill

MAY 4, 2012

By KAYLA SWANSON
news@wkuherald.com

Even though Toronto
freshman Kristian Shumate
is far from home, she’s
found a second family at
WKU.
The sisters of Alpha Xi
Delta sorority supported her
this year when her real family couldn’t, Shumate said.
“If I was having a bad
day, I always had a sister I
could go to talk to about it,”
she said.
Shumate and the other
58 women of AXiD are the
founding mothers of the
newly formed colony.
AXiD was reinstalled
this school year, and the
colony members were initiated on Jan. 29, said Tori
Henry, AXiD president and
Mount Washington junior.
The chapter was originally
installed at WKU in 1967
but disbanded in 1993, according to AXiD’s website.
Henry dropped out of
formal recruitment in the
fall after meeting with
women from the AXiD

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD

chapter at Indiana University.
“I immediately fell in
love with those girls,” she
said. “They were just the
nicest girls, and they were
kind of exactly like me.”
Shumate, who is the
AXiD historian and intramural chair, said the goals
of AXiD and what they
were trying to accomplish
on campus appealed to her.
“I felt like it was for
me,” she said.
The sorority has jumped
into Greek life this year,
participating in most Greek
events.
The
women
went
through their first homecoming and Greek Week,
and also participated in several pageants.
“You got to see how
awesome other chapters
were, how their brotherhood
or sisterhood was, and then
you got to see how ours was
just as strong as that, even
though we are the newest
sorority on campus,” Henry
said of Greek Week.
AXiD has also been

working toward promoting
its philanthropy, Autism
Speaks, which has been
AXiD’s national philanthropy since 2009.
“There is a high concentration of children with
autism in Bowling Green,”
Henry said. “Right now, not
a lot of people know that,
especially on Western’s
campus.”
April was National Autism Awareness Month,
and throughout the month,
AXiD stood at tables in
Downing University Center educating students about
autism.
The sorority had their
first philanthropy event on
Sunday, a barbecue at Centennial Mall.
The sorority raised $800
at the barbecue and is still
accepting donations for Autism Speaks.
Henry believes the way
the sorority recruited women this year allowed them
to initiate a very diverse
group.
Alyssa Mansfield, the
Greek affairs coordinator,

ABBY O’BRYAN/HERALD

Alpha Xi Delta sorority performs at Spring Sing in Diddle Arena on Sunday, April 15. The chapter was originally installed at WKU in 1967 but disbanded in 1993, reemerging this year.

said some women were
going through formal recruitment but couldn’t find
the right organization to
join, but AXiD became that
group.

“Alpha Xi Delta sort of
bridged that gap for us and
gave an opportunity for
more women to join a sorority,” she said.
AXiD will participate in

its first formal recruitment
in the fall, welcoming in a
new class of women.
“I think that’s truly going to integrate us into the
Greek system,” Henry said.

Residents use webcam to promote dorm safety
By MONICA SPEES
diversions@wkuherald.com

The WKU administration
strives to squelch crime on
campus. The police regularly patrol the campus. Security cameras are at residence
hall doors and scattered
around other buildings, and
call boxes á la Kmart bluelight special dot the grounds.
But Covington freshman Taylor Averdick said he
didn’t think this was enough.
Averdick and his roommate, Covington freshman
Mitchell Wood, said they
heard about several breakins in Keen Hall, where they
live, and then one of their
friends got his MacBook sto-

len. But it was after someone
tore down memes against
Governor Mitt Romney (RMass.) and Senator Rick
Santorum (R-Penn.) decorating Averdick and Wood’s
door that the roommates said
they decided to take action.
“We were just kind of
like, ‘Let’s do something,’”
Wood said.
Averdick, a computer science major, said he had the
idea to rig up a security camera of sorts. After finishing
the makeshift dorm security
system, Averdick filmed it
and posted it to YouTube.
The video shows a cord going from his computer, taped
to the wall and the ceiling, to
his door, where a webcam is

taped over the peephole.
Averdick said he programmed the camera to
only record detected motion.
After two weeks, the roommates said the footage mostly consisted of about 500
three-second clips of people
walking by their door. All the
clips amounted to about 3.5
gigabytes.
Louisville freshman Nick
Per, the men’s friend whose
MacBook was stolen from
his room while he was sleeping, said he saw some of the
footage after Averdick and
Wood told him about their
security system.
“It’s really weird what
people will do at four in the
morning, running around the

dorm,” Per said.
“We’d have people come
by and flash it,” Wood said.
“Typical college people behavior.”
Despite what Per called
Averdick’s
“tech-savvy”
ways, Averdick said he
knew he wasn’t preventing
his room from getting broken into.
“I didn’t think it would
keep people out of our
room,” Averdick said. “But
if someone did break into
our room, we could find out
who it was. After a few days,
it became a handy little tool
to find out who was knocking on our door.”
Averdick and Wood also
admitted their biggest mo-

tivation for setting up the
webcam in the first place
was to find who had ripped
down their door decorations.
Even if their camera
couldn’t prevent break-ins,
Per said he thought Averdick
and Wood’s idea was “pretty
extravagant.”
“I thought it was one of
the best ideas I’d ever seen,”
Per said.
After two weeks, the
roommates’ resident assistant heard they were monitoring other students in a
residential area and asked
them to take down the webcam, telling them it was an
invasion of privacy.
Although the roommates
said they had fun with their

a few of OUR FAVORITE BRANDS

technology, Wood said he
didn’t think it was practical.
“If someone’s acting
weird, it’d be easier to just
keep an eye on it,” Wood
said.
Per said he has friends
who leave their doors unlocked, and he also said
everyone should do a better job of looking out for
themselves and their belongings.
“Everyone thinks it’s
never going to happen to
them,” Per said. “But I didn’t
think it was going to happen to me. People need to be
more aware of what’s going
on on campus and be aware
that not everyone is a good
person here.”
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Campus construction projects planned for summer
By MICHAEL McKAY
news@wkuherald.com

The Colonnade will be
renovated as one of many
summer construction projects.
Bryan Russell, director of Planning, Design
and Construction, said the
renovation will be divided
into work on the limestone
and work on the seating.
Russell said the limestone will be replaced and
coated, the bleachers will
be taken up and concrete
replaced.
Russell said the benches won’t be reinstated because it would cost over
$100,000 to replace them.
“You’ll still be able to
use it for seating — it just
won’t be on those metal
benches,” Russell said.
He said the option to
add the benches later is
still available.
Razing of the Rock
House
The Rock House, which
became condemned earlier
in the semester, is being
razed in May.
Russell said Habitat for
Humanity would have the
chance to salvage items in
the building before it will
be used as a training facil-

ity for the Bowling Green
Fire Department.
DUC
Renovation
Project
Continued construction
on the north side of DUC
(on the Avenue of Champions) will move Fresh Food
Company into a temporary
metal structure in front of
the Preston Center.
The Student Government Association office
and other office suites located in DUC will also
move out of the building
during the summer.
Russell said a wooden partition between the
north and south sides of
the building would be the
only noticeable change for
returning students.
“You’re really not
going to see a tremendous amount of change
when they come back for
school,” Russell said.
High Voltage Electrical Work
There are two projects
dealing with electricity.
A trench will be dug
as a “pathway” for communication and high voltage wires for the Downing
University Center.
Russell said there are
plans to add Wetherby
Administration Building,

Cravens Graduate Center and Library and Potter
Hall to the electrical system for the university.
“Most people don’t realize — 10 years ago, we
used to have power outages all the time,” Russell
said.
He said buildings on
the top of the Hill added to
the loop have minimized
outages.
“That really helps us
manage these buildings
so we don’t have loss of
school time,” he said.
Subway and Panda
Express
Construction on the
Subway restaurant being
MICHAEL RIVERA/HERALD
built in a space next to
the Bates Shop is set to be Construction on Downing University Center, which began in March, is expected to be comcompleted by the start of pleted by the start of the fall semester in 2014.
the fall semester.
Gary Meszaros, as- starting construction in the ence Center will start as late, it would be that one,
sistant vice president of summer for a fall opening. soon as classes end.
because it’s something
Auxiliary Services, said
Meszaros said the conHe said Panda Express they could keep working
the walls separating the tract with Panda Express is would be the easiest proj- on a couple of weeks into
new Subway and the set, and the renovation on ect to be delayed.
the semester,” Meszaros
Bates Shop will be re- the area in Garrett Confer“If anything would be said.
moved.
“Instead of the conOther construction projects:
venience store, they are
blending the two some■ Replacing individual A/C ■ Maintenance on walkways ■ Rebuilding the porch
how, so it fits in more like
units in Jones-Jaggers Hall and rock walls around WKU
of the Kentucky Building
what you would see at a
gas station,” Meszaros
■ Adding a new air-han■ Replacing the 100-year■ Sealing and stripping
said.
dling unit in Grise Hall
old steps in front of Cherry eight parking lots
Panda Express is also
Hall with limestone

With our own voices

Check it out online

JUSTIN
PHILALACK/
HERALD

A three-part
video series
that reveals
the impact
of sexual violence through
the voices of
those who live
it will be online
next Friday at
wkuherald.com

